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For God loved the world so much  

that he gave his only Son,  

so that everyone who believes in him  

may not die but have eternal life. 

John 3: v16 



Every Sunday at 11am 

Crèche, Sunday Stars, Sunbeams and Seekers 

Followed by tea/coffee and  

fellowship in the St Andrew’s Hall 

Teas/Coffees  Saturdays 10 - 12 

    Sundays after service 

Girls’ Brigade  Mondays 6.30pm 

Scottish Dancing Mondays 7.30pm 

Guild   on summer break 

Bowling Club  on summer break 

 

Something else happening?   
Let the congregation know by including it in  

the pre-service slides on Sunday mornings.  

Please email information, by Friday at the  

latest, to Garry Collins at 

alisongarry1@btinternet.com 

Contributions for the next edition are welcome 

anytime during the coming weeks,  

but at the very latest by: 

WEDNESDAY 3rd May 

email to  

thechurchmagazine@outlook.com 

The May edition of the Wyvern will be  

available for collection by distributors  

on Sunday 14th May 
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Dear Friends, 

I’m writing this just after the funeral of Brian Davidson, and I 

know that his death will have come as an enormous blow to 

the St Andrew’s Church family. Although I knew him for only a few months, 

I too will miss him, having greatly appreciated his support and wisdom as 

well as his commitment, not only to St Andrew’s Church, but also to Christ 

and his gospel. Of course, it is his family who will miss him most, and all of 

us have a responsibility to support Liz, Jen, Scoob and the rest of the  

family in prayer and in whatever practical ways we can during this sad and 

difficult time. 

As we approach Easter with the loss of Brian very much on our minds, we 

must remember that death does not have the last word. As I said to the  

pupil’s of Dundee High School this week, the events of Easter may have 

taken place in first century Palestine, but unless these events somehow 

touch us in the here and now, they are meaningless. That’s why the empty 

tomb and Christ’s resurrection appearances are so central to our faith. 

They place every death in the context of Christ’s death and resurrection. 

As the Apostle Paul put it in 1 Corinthians 15: 

“Now, since our message is that Christ has been raised from death, how 

can some of you say that the dead will not be raised to life? If that is true, it 

means that Christ was not raised; and if Christ was not raised from death, 

then we have nothing to preach and you have nothing to believe. .... But 

the truth is that Christ has been raised from death, as the guarantee that 

those who sleep in death will also be raised.” 

I look forward to joining you for worship on Good Friday and at the early 

morning service on Easter Day. 

 

On Sunday 26th March, the congregation of St Andrew’s and the  

congregation of Meadowside St Paul’s each voted in favour of a linkage 

between the two congregations. The next step is for Dundee Presbytery to 

consider the matter in May, and if it is in favour of the proposed linkage, the 

Basis of Linking will be referred to the General Assembly’s Committee in 

…..  
….continued overleaf 
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….continued from previous page 

Edinburgh. If they concur with the decision of Presbytery, a note of that 

concurrence will come back to Presbytery, probably in time for its meeting 

on 28th June. This may seem a long and complicated process, but  such  

readjustments require the approval of all three of the Church’s courts - Kirk 

Session, Presbytery and the General Assembly (via its committee). 

It is my hope that a joint nominating committee will be formed soon after 

the linkage has occurred and we can then begin the process of advertising 

for a minister of the linked charge. I will keep you informed of how things 

progress over the coming weeks and months. 

Finally, on Sunday 23rd April we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion  

together, both in the morning and the afternoon. I am very much looking 

forward to being with you then and hope that as many of you as possible 

will manage to be there. 

In closing, I should like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy 

Easter. 

 

Your Interim Moderator, 

Rev David A Collins 

Anyone still interested in the Tay Bridge Cross please 

get in touch as soon as possible. The date is  

Saturday 29th April at 2pm, you can start from any 

side of the bridge. 

Christian Aid Week runs from the 14th-20th 

May. There will be envelopes  in the church and I 

will be selling quizzes. 

The Girls Brigade have kindly agreed to do Souper 

Day on 14th May and tickets will be available soon. 

Please support this worthwhile cause. 

Lynn Hutchison 

Be of good courage, 
and he shall 

strengthen your 
heart, all ye that 
hope in the Lord. 

Psalm 31:24 
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The sudden death of Brian on Sunday 19th March is likely to 

have affected and touched many more people in the church than 

we will ever be aware of - simply because he was involved in 

every part of church life – but more than that, he was interested in every 

part of church life, from the history of the church to the people who were  

involved in all corners of it.  

Brian was ordained as an elder in September 1975. We became Deputy 

Clerks in February 2012 and a year later in February 2013 agreed to share 

the role of Joint Session Clerks.    

As Session Clerk he was a great partner and support in a role that covers 

all matters of church life, but he was also active in the bowling club, country 

dancing, re-design group, he helped set up the halls for events, organised 

Health & Safety issues around the church, and I recall the occasion when 

he and Ron “suited up” and went up into the attic in the Glasite Hall to get 

rid of a wasps nest!  

I am sure I have missed other things he did and many of you reading this 

could probably add another story to this paragraph 

We know the church will be a sadder place without him, however, the most 

important thing in Brian’s life was his family, and our thoughts and prayers 

at this sad time are with Liz, their children Jenny and Scoob, their partners 

Steve and Louise, and grandchildren Ellen, Sophie and Nathan. 

 Helen Holden 

The choir Open Rehearsal has been 

rescheduled and is now taking place 

on Tuesday 2nd May.   

So, if you enjoy singing, socialising 

and having tea and cake, then 

please do join us in the Glasite 

Hall between 7.45pm and 9pm for 

what will be an informal and fun 

evening!  

 Ruth Irons 
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Communion Services take place on:  

Sunday 23rd April 

11am and 2.15pm 
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A Prayer for Easter 
 

Father,  

we have heard the story of Easter many times, 

and yet for some of us, 

its familiarity may be a hindrance 

to our hearing its message afresh. 

Help us to grapple with the mystery  

of Christ’s death and resurrection, 

not just as an event in the past 

and in a different land and culture, 

but also as an event with the power to touch  

and change lives in the here and now. 

 

Loving Lord, 

this Easter and always, 

make us channels of your joy and peace, 

regardless of the cost to ourselves. 

Let your joy overflow in compassion and help 

for those who suffer and are afraid. 

Let it overflow with hope for those in despair, 

with generosity and wisdom to help those in need, 

with love to comfort those who mourn, 

and with mercy to forgive those who have wronged us 

and to reassure those who are burdened with guilt. 

We ask these things in Jesus' name.   

AMEN. 



The girls have been busy with their hands over the past few 

weeks. The Explorers made Mothers’ Day cards and, along 

with the rest of the company, decorated gift boxes and filled them with 

sweets for their mums. All the girls also decorated ‘Red Nose’ cakes to 

mark Comic Relief. 

Time has also been spent on badgework, with the Explorers learning some 

sign language as they think about people who are deaf. The Juniors have 

been rounding off their subjects as has Hannah, our Brigader. She has also 

been putting the finishing touches to her poster ‘Me, Myself and I’ for the 

Divisional competition. 

We will again provide breakfast after the Easter Communion and this year 

‘Souper’ Day will be on May 14th. This will mean a busy weekend as our 

closing night will be on May 15th. This is an open evening and everyone is 

welcome. Watch the screens for more details nearer the time.   

 Sheila Valentine 

In February 1993, it was announced that Mr Jim Munro was 

standing down as Fabric Convenor and would be succeeded 

by Mr Alex Gibson. 

For the past 24 years Alex has cared for the fabric of this 

church using his considerable expertise and many business contacts.  

He has now decided to take a step back but we are delighted that he will 

still be on hand to guide and advise. 

At the Stated Annual Meeting, Alex was presented with a piece of glass 

engraved with a picture of the church in appreciation of his efforts over the 

last 24 years.            Sheila Valentine 

In the March Wyvern ‘March of Time’ (1947)  I gave the name 'John' to our 

newly-appointed Session Clerk, when it should have been Mr. James Cant, 

M.A..  I am indebted to Mr. John Baxter for pointing this out and apologise 

to Mr. Cant's grandson for my error.       Silvie Taylor 
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Silvie Taylor 

2007 - The Rev. Ian D. Petrie commended those members who had  

offered commitment during the Stewardship campaign and repeated the 

words of Isaac Watts - "Were the whole world of nature mine, that were an offering far 

too small.  Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all."  

1997 - Girls' Brigade: With badgework nearing completion, the girls were working  

towards their Display. Before that, the Mar & Kelly team would travel to Carlisle for the 

final part of their project, provided log-books and banner were completed in time. 

1987 - (Joint issue April/May)  "What does being a member of St. Andrew's Parish 

Church mean to you?" brought the following response from CERWYSS OWER, aged 

16. "The feeling of friendship is important, and I would hope that St. A's in future would 

hold not only memories but have a strong, young force keeping it alive."  Also, from 

DAN CRUICKSHANK "Church attendance is a source of joy in happy times, of relief in 

times of stress, solace in times of grief."  Lastly from SILVIE TAYLOR, "Compiling the 

March of Time column and reflecting is no substitute for considering the future.  100 

years ago my great-grandfather was secretary and treasurer to the Board of Trustees, 

the records regarding overcoming of problems financial and spiritual all recorded  

faithfully, yet family continuity is but part of the story.  After a summer on the vacancy 

committee, I was very glad to come 'home' to St. A's." 

1977 - Once again, members of St. Andrew's Boys' Brigade were privileged to attend 

the annual church parade of Dundee Battalion in Caird Hall.  With the help of pipers 

from the 30
th
 BB Co., our pipers and drummers formed the band which led the Dundee 

(East) Battalion parade. 

1967 - Dedication Day for "The Campaign for Christ's Shilling" was Communion  

Sunday, April 23
rd

.  The campaign was aimed at bringing more members into the 

Weekly Freewill Offering scheme. Of 2500 Pledge cards issued, 2200 had been  

returned, projecting increased income of £1000 p.a. 

1957 - "The anguish He endured our salvation hath procured."  On Easter Sunday, lift 

up our hearts and let us sing unto Christ our heavenly King. "Sing we to our God 

above, Father eternal as his love."  (Rev. Wm.Henney, Ass. minister.)  

1947 - Youth week celebrations were marked by our own young people and their  

leaders, firstly at the united service in St. Mary's, when the Fiery Cross, symbol of 

Youth Week, was borne into church. There was a message from the Moderator to all:  

"Be not weary of well-doing.  Yours is a great and rewarding work."  

1937 - Three Guardians of our Girls' Guildry were presented with Silver (10 years) 

Decoration, while six girls received Ten Year (bronze) Service Decorations. These and 

prizes were presented by  Mrs. C.F. Henderson, President of Dundee Centre the Girls' 

Guildry. 

1927 - Our 96 young communicants must have felt the warmth of our welcome when 

they saw the numbers who had come to the Preparation service.  Many of the young 

people are already identifying in a practical way with the life and work of the church.  
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At the Stated Annual Meeting on 26th March, our Annual Accounts were 

presented to the congregation.  

Total Income was £167,090, down £6,294 on the year before. A decline in 

giving from Freewill Offering Envelopes, Standing Orders and Open Plate 

all contributed to this slightly reduced income. Total Expenditure was 

£158,346, down £2,424 on 2015 -  with the main items being £66,585 in 

Ministries & Mission Allocation, £25,180 in fabric repairs and £20,798 in 

salaries. An increase in the value of our investments of £17,972, together 

with the surplus of income over expenditure, resulted in our church’s Total 

Funds rising by £26,716 to £859,702. 

Our Fundraising Group raised over £4,500 from the Christmas and  

Strawberry Fayres. The 250 Fund increased to £51,500, including  

donations from the Nine Incorporated Trades and Three United Trades. Car 

Park Income was the highest ever recorded, at over £21,000 and Hall Lets 

generated nearly £17,000. Thanks go to everyone involved in these  

activities. 

It was reported that the Kirk Session had decided to seek approval from 

Presbytery to sell the current manse in Tullideph Road and invest these 

funds during the vacancy period. The intention is for a new, more modern 

manse to be purchased in due course and in time for a new minister being 

appointed. As a result of the decision by the congregation to link with 

Meadowside St Paul’s, under the terms of linkage the new manse will be 

jointly-owned by the two churches. It was also explained that in a linkage, 

the finances of the two churches remain separate – your donations to St 

Andrew’s continue to be under the stewardship of St Andrew’s Kirk  

Session.   

Our finances are in good health overall – although our income declined 

slightly in the year, we recorded an increase in our total funds. We also 

hold funds in our Reserves sufficient for our needs. We were able to  

reclaim nearly £14,000 in tax last year on your donations. If you are a  

taxpayer and have not already completed a Gift Aid form, please let us 

know - so we can claim an extra 25% on your donation from the  

Government.  

Thank you for your continued support for the work of our church. 

 Lindsay McCallum - Treasurer 
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On 7th March we had our AGM and our worship was conducted by 

Rev Caroline Taylor and was enjoyed by all.  This was followed by 

a talk on ‘Food of the Gods’. 

Yes it was chocolate and we were given the history of how it started in 

600AD with the Aztecs. Douglas Watson, who gave the talk makes his own 

chocolate and brought various samples which were tasted by the  

ladies.  A very enjoyable afternoon. 

Our Daffodil Tea was held in the St Andrews Hall on the 21st March and this 

enabled some ladies who are in wheelchairs to attend. We were  

entertained by Alison Bishop and Friends with many recognisable songs 

from musicals and this was followed by sausage rolls, sandwiches, cakes 

and tea and coffee.  A great afternoon to finish of this session. 

At this meeting we also handed out Long Service Certificates to Dorothy 

Steven and Isobel Irvine who both had over 20 years with the Guild. A 

presentation was also given to Elizabeth Robertson who stepped down 

from being Secretary after 16 years of doing the job.  Elizabeth produced a 

wide selection of speakers over the years and we give our thanks to her for 

all the years she has done this and hope she will enjoy being able to just sit 

back and enjoy the meetings. 

The Guild will re-start on Tuesday, 12th September, 2017 at 2.00pm.  We 

look forward to seeing you again then in the meantime enjoy the break. 

Anne Barrowman 

The Christian Aid Charity Dances are being held again this year at St  

Andrew’s on the four Thursdays throughout May. Last year these dances 

attracted people from all over Dundee and raised well over £700 for this 

worthwhile cause.   

If you’d like to come along, please just turn up on any of the nights: 

St. Andrew’s Hall 

Thursdays 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th May 

7.30pm to 9.30pm - £3.00 



Flower Donors  

 

April 
 

   

9th   Mrs. A. Forbes 

  Mrs. A. Guthrie 
 

16th    Mrs. S. Valentine 

  Mrs. S. Johnston  
 

23rd Mrs. M. McKenzie 

  Stewart Lennon 
 

30th    Mrs. M. Spence  

 

 

May 
 

   

 

7th   Mr. P. Davidson 

  Mrs. S. Miller 

 

14th    Mrs. W. Petrie 

  Mr. M. West  

 

21st Mrs. J. Menzies  

  Mr. A. Wood 

 

28th Mrs. A. Barrowman  

  Mrs. M. Barrie  

Flower Committee 

 

April 
 

   

9th   Miss. M. Graham  

. 
 

16th    Mrs. A. Henderson  

. 
 

23rd Mrs. M. McKenzie  

. 
 

30th Mrs. A. Sanderson  

 

 

May 
 

   

 

7th   Mrs. A. MacKinnon 

. 
 

14th    Mrs. E. Strachan 

. 
 

21st Mrs. L. Evans 

. 
 

28th   Miss. M. Graham  

Come unto me,  

all ye that labour 

and are heavy  

laden, and I will 

give you rest. 

Matthew 11:28 
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March 8th  Mrs Ena Nisbet 

March 29th  Mr Brian Davidson  



If you have any pastoral needs or if you know of 

anybody at home, or in hospital who requires a 

visit please contact our Interim Moderator: 

 

Rev David Collins BSc BD 

Tel: 01382 778874    

Email: revdacollins@btinternet.com 
 

Or the Church Office 

 

Church Office 
St Andrew’s Parish Church  

2 King Street, Dundee,  DD1 2JB     
Tel: 01382 224860 

Email: standrewsdundee@outlook.com 

Bowling 

 

  

Boys Brigade FMA 

John James BEM 

  

Care Group 

Liz Davidson 

  

Crèche Rota 

Anne Barrowman  

  

Flower Committee 

Anne MacKinnon  

Muriel McKenzie  

  

Fundraisers 

Jimmy Robertson  

  

Girls’ Brigade 

Sheila Valentine  

  

Guild 

Anne Barrowman  

  

Life and Work 

Ron Coull  

  

Outdoor Activities Group 

Roddy MacKinnon  

 

St Andrews Family Project 

email: parishproject@btconnect.com 

 

Traidcraft 

Sally Romilly  

  

Website 

Ron Chimiak  

 

Wyvern Distribution Co-ordinators 

Anne Lowe  

Brian Forsyth  

  

Wyvern Editor 

Gayle Lennon  

May 13th - Bluebell Woods, Blairgowrie 

 

June 10th -  Redmyre Loch, Tullybaccart 

 

July 15th - Atholl Woods 

Apr 13th - Café Church 7.30pm Glasite Hall 

* 

Apr 14th - Good Friday Service 7.30pm  

* 

Apr 16th - Easter Family Communion 9am 

   followed Easter Breakfast  

   Easter Day Service 11am 

* 

Apr 23rd - Communion 11am & 2.15pm 

* 

Apr 29th - Christian Aid Bridge Walk 2pm 

* 

May 2nd - Choir Open Evening 7.45pm  

* 

May 3rd - Session Meeting 7.30pm  

* 

May 14th - Souper Day after morning service 

* 

14-20 May - Christian Aid Week 

* 

May 15th - Girls’ Brigade Open Evening  

* 

June 3rd -  Strawberry Fayre 10am - 12noon 

* 

June 4th -  Sunday School Prize Giving 


