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Remember that I have commanded  

you to be determined and confident!  

Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for I, the Lord your God,  

am with you wherever you go. 

Joshua 1: v9 



Every Sunday at 11am 

Sunday Club runs through the summer months 

Followed by tea/coffee in the St Andrew’s Hall 

* 

Café Church 

Wednesday 14th June - 7.15pm 

* 

Café Church 

Tuesday 15th August - 7.15pm 

Teas/Coffees  Saturdays 10 - 12 

    Sundays after service 

Girls’ Brigade  on summer break 

Scottish Dancing on summer break 

Guild   on summer break 

Bowling Club  on summer break 

 

Something else happening?   
Let the congregation know by including it in  

the pre-service slides on Sunday mornings.  

Please email information, by Friday at the  

latest, to Garry Collins at 

alisongarry1@btinternet.com 

Contributions for the next edition are welcome 

anytime during the coming weeks,  

but at the very latest by: 

THURSDAY 31st August 

email to  

thechurchmagazine@outlook.com 

The August/September edition of the Wyvern will be  

available for collection by distributors  

on Sunday 10th September 
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Dear Friends, 

Some of you may have followed the debates at this year’s 

General Assembly, all of which could be watched live online via 

the Church of Scotland website. Sadly the General Assembly receives 

much less news coverage today than in the past — nowadays the media 

only tend to be interested when the topic under discussion has a whiff of 

sensationalism. And this year the Assembly did stray into such treacherous 

waters when it was invited to receive the Theological Forum’s report  

entitled “An approach to the Theology of Same-Sex Marriage” and to  

commend it as a basis for study and discussion. This opened up a debate 

during which opposing views were expressed, but in the end the Assembly 

not only agreed to instruct the legal Questions Committee to study the  

implications of legislating to permit Ministers and Deacons to officiate at 

same-sex marriage ceremonies, but also to apologise individually and  

corporately for the Church’s history of discrimination against gay people 

and to seek to do better. 

Over the years, I’ve  taken part in a number of General Assembly debates. 

Sometimes I’ve been on the winning side and sometimes I’ve been on the 

losing side. But afterwards I’ve usually joined proponents of both sides of 

the debate to chat over coffee in the Rainy Hall (named after Principal 

Robert Rainy of New College). You see, even those whose theological 

views are diametrically opposed to one another can and do enjoy  

fellowship together.  And we’re not just being polite. The fact is that, in our 

ordination vows, we have all agreed that the will of our Kirk Sessions, our 

Presbyteries and our General Assembly, as decided by our votes, reflects 

the will of the Holy Spirit. 

The point is that when Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit as a Helper, he 

never intended us to leave our intellect behind. Neither the words of the  

bible, nor the indwelling of the Holy Spirit were intended to replace our 

freedom to think for ourselves. That’s why we need Kirk Sessions,  

Presbyteries and a General Assembly where we can listen to one another 

and attempt to come to a consensus under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

…..  

….continued overleaf 
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….continued from previous page 

 

Often, when it comes to a vote, there will be ‘winners’ and ‘losers’, but our 

ordination vows commit us to accept that the will of the majority is the will 

of the Spirit. 

Having agreed to link with Meadowside St Paul’s, we are now waiting for 

the matter to return from the Assembly’s Committee to Presbytery at the 

end of June. Thereafter, it is likely that a service of linkage will be arranged, 

possibly in August. I look forward to being with you on that occasion, but in 

the meantime I hope that you will have a very enjoyable and restful  

summer. 

 

Your Interim Moderator, 

Rev David A Collins 
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Prayer 

Father, we thank you for Jesus, 
risen, ascended and reigning in our lives, 
and for the gift of the Spirit as our Helper. 

 
Thank you for the love of Christ, 

brought to perfection through suffering 
and glorified by you in resurrection. 

 
Thank you for all his faithful followers 

who have proclaimed your truth and love and tried to live it out. 
And thank you especially for those who have inspired faith and love in us. 

 
We remember that we live in a world divided: 
a world of different opinions, different faiths, 

different nationalities and different political perspectives; 
a world divided by injustice and violence, 

and by our failure to love our neighbours as we love ourselves. 
 

May we approach all our disagreements in the Church and the wider world 
in the spirit of love and reconciliation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
AMEN 



15 “If you love me, you will obey my commandments. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Helper, who will stay with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit, who reveals the truth 

about God. The world cannot receive him, because it cannot see him or know him. But you 

know him, because he remains with you and is in you.  
18 “When I go, you will not be left all alone; I will come back to you. 19 In a 

little while the world will see me no more, but you will see me; and because 

I live, you also will live. 20 When that day comes, you will know that I am in 

my Father and that you are in me, just as I am in you.21 “Those who accept 

my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. My Father 

will love those who love me; I too will love them and reveal myself to 

them.” 

THOUGHTS on JOHN 14:15-21 

Over the past two thousand years there have been numerous debates and  

disagreements in the church about what constitutes God’s truth. We may have 

the Holy Spirit as a Helper, but that hasn’t prevented division. Think about the 

arguments about Jews and Gentiles in the early church. Think about the  

Reformation in the 16
th
 century and the many wars and battles which followed. 

Think too of disagreements over the authority of scripture which divided the 

church in the 19
th
 century and which still divide the church today. Think about 

slavery, creation and evolution, women’s ordination, and the current vexed 

question of homosexuality. How can we reconcile the guidance and help of the 

Holy Spirit with the deep divisions which we so often see in the church?   

Well, the Church is made up of well meaning but fallible human beings like you 

and me, and although we have the Holy Spirit as a Helper, we are still free to 

think for ourselves. As a result, sometimes we disagree with one another and 

we struggle to come to a consensus under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

However, it’s at such times that it’s important to remember that Jesus began his 

promise of the Holy Spirit by saying, “If you love me, you will obey my  

commandments” and love for him implies love for God and for one another.  

You see, when Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment he summed 

up all the commandments as: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, 

and love your neighbour as you love yourself. 

That’s the context within which all our disagreements and debates should take 

place, both within the church and in the wider world of politics — something to 

remember as we approach a General Election. 
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John 14: 15-21  



We identified smells, (or thought we did) from impregnated pads and  

decided which blended elements were in microscopic glasses of smoothie.  

Brave adults plumbed the depths of slit-topped boxes to identify what lay 

within, with apprehensive glances to the basin of water and paper towels 

Marilyn had in readiness. With tapioca amongst the messy stuff, no  

wonder hands needed to be washed.  And would you have known a witch’s 

finger or the tentacle of an octopus by touch alone? 

Recorded cries of furred and feathered friends drew on inspired guesswork 

as we compared a trumpeting elephant with a soothing dove, croaking frog, 

rattlesnake and raucous seagull, but we were more adept at completing 

two oversized, mixed jigsaws.  Throwing, catching and tossing balls to be 

caught in giant hula hoops by girls bounding in all directions, was a sure 

way of having catchers and audience in hysterics, especially when  

competitors are blindfolded! Decibels rose ever higher, sleight of hand 

helped occasionally and TOUCH team proved overall winners. 

All this and so much more, followed by swiftly served tea, coffee and  

biscuits, brought a very happy evening to an end spot on 9 o’clock, after 

prizes were awarded and a bouquet presented to Sheila who encouraged 

the girls to bring along a friend next session, assuring them of a warm  

welcome. The company surely deserves our support as we remember 

Sheila’s remarkable dedication over 50 years as an officer, 34 of them as 

captain. 

Well done girls, young and not so old, for sending us home with happy 

hearts and smiling faces.   

May you return refreshed and ready to celebrate as D15 approaches its 

90th birthday. 

 Silvie Taylor 

AS THE WYVERN WAS GOING TO PRINT, THE AMOUNT RAISED AT THIS YEAR’S 

 Strawberry Fayre 

was £842.40 
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Our session ended with the annual ‘Souper Day’ followed 

the next evening by our End of Session Night. The ‘Souper 

Day’ raised £180 for Christian Aid and our grateful thanks go 

to all who supported us. Special thanks must go to Ron and 

Norma Spain for their generous donation to purchase the cheese and to 

Pam Chimiak and David Pirie for supplementing the officers’ soup making. 

Our closing night was based on the theme of ‘Senses’ and involved lots of 

audience participation.  

We now look forward to a company outing on 24th June.   

 Sheila Valentine 

Following our meeting of 3rd May when a small team were tasked to find 

someone to take over Brian's session clerk's duties, members were  

informed at the Session Meeting on 28th May, that Ron Chimiak had 

agreed to take on the post of Depute Session Clerk, initially for one year, 

while remaining in post as Church Officer.  This was approved by Session. 

 Helen Holden , Session Clerk 

A reminder that there is no edition of the Wyvern in July or August. The 

next issue is the Aug/Sept double issue and this will be available for  

collection on Sunday 10th September. Articles for the next edition should 

be with me by Thursday  31st August.  Have a good summer. 

 Gayle Lennon 
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I do hope you are enjoying your break and look forward to the Guild  

starting again on 12th September with a varied selection of speakers. 

At our first meeting we will have the Ukulele Band to start us of in a joyful 

mood.  Our theme for 2017/2018 is Go in Love, and so we will LOVE to see 

you all again for the next session. 

 Anne Barrowman 
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At the recent Redesign committee meeting a review of the various phases 

of the redesign project was carried out. An impressive £66,680 has been 

raised for the 250 Fund thanks to the generosity of the congregation, the 

hard work of the fundraising group and the kind donations of the Trades.  

It was agreed at the meeting that we should use this money to go ahead 

with the part of the plan to install a lift. This lift would allow access to the St 

Andrew’s Hall and the Glasite Hall and would improve access to all parts of 

the building for all users. Although the work to the chancel is still on the 

plans, it was felt that giving people access to the church building was a  

priority. The committee hopes that the work will commence as soon as  

possible, especially as we will be using a local firm to do the work. 

The Redesign committee will continue to work towards obtaining funding for 

the other phases of the work planned, while investigating ways of reducing 

the costs wherever possible.  

Evelyn Scanlan 

Wednesday 14th June 

then 

Tuesday 15th August 

 

Café Opens @ 7.15pm 

Worship starts @ 7.30pm 



Silvie Taylor 

2007 - David Pirie revealed that our contribution to Christian Aid amounted 

to £1518.26 and tax reclaimed was £726.50. He emphasised that such a 

result was thanks in no small measure to team work and recorded thanks to the Girls’ 

Brigade for all their work. “Whether you made soup, washed dishes or moved tables 

and chairs, it is you who have made another successful year for Christian Aid.”  

1997 -  “I tend to accentuate the positive when answering questions about how St. 
Andrew’s is doing.  There’s tremendous love and loyalty to our church, stretching far 
beyond our members and attenders.  A dedicated few apply wonderful commitment, 
but the verdict ‘could do better’ is inescapable.  Probably that should be ‘must do  
better’.  (Rev. ID Petrie) 

1987 - The Fundraising Group marked the end of session with a well-attended social 

evening’. Funds raised in the previous six months amounted to £3850. Proceeds from 

the Good as New Sale were used to buy an industrial cleaner to cope with new  

carpeting in gallery and stairs.  

1977 - Our G.B. co. had 80 members including officers and plans were being made to 

celebrate the Golden Jubilee later in the year.  Success of the company is due mainly 

to the girls themselves, many attending faithfully from outlying districts of the town, 

learning to “seek, serve and follow Christ”  

1967 - The Rev. Ian Wotherspoon, assistant minister, took his leave during his service 

of June 4
th
. “A year ago I first took part in worship here at the beginning of my career 

in the Ministry. I leave to take up a charge in Ayrshire where the congregation is a 

quarter of the size in St. Andrew’s.  I realise how much I owe to ST .A’s and how much 

of its love I take with me.”  

1957 - NO TULCHAN BISHOPS was the heading for sermons preached by the Rev. 

TRS Campbell, leaving us in no doubt of his feelings on the suggestion that the 

Church of Scotland should consider uniting with the Church of England, “where  

Episcopalians consider ours is not a valid Christian church, attitude which cannot but 

cause offence in Scotland.  We will approach such a union on one ground only, that 

we are accepted as equal partners in the brotherhood of Christ . 

1947 - Mr. Norman Kirkaldy, Sunday School superintendent reported the roll stood at 

249 with attendance 75% in the Sunday School, 83% in the Jr Bible Class. Sixteen 

had perfect attendance  

1937 - Miss Margaret Buchanan was leaving after five years as Church Sister but 
was to continue with the Women’s Home Mission at Restalrig, Edinburgh.  The Rev. 
WT Smellie spoke of Miss Buchanan having been of great help in alerting him to 
members who would welcome a visit from their minister and appealed to members to 
help by keeping him in touch with such cases. 

1927 - Heavy rain didn’t dampen spirits for the Guild’s annual picnic. Tea was served 

in the Imperial Hotel, St. Andrew’s and an impromptu concert followed ending the 

evening with songs and charades.  
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We have had a very successful Christian Aid this 

year. 

The sum of £320.60 was collected by the walkers 

on the Tay Bridge Cross. 

Souper Day raised the total of £180, and thanks go to the Girls’ Brigade for 

all their hard work and also thanks to the soup makers. 

I went along to the Scottish Country Dancing on the last night and was  

presented with a cheque for £620. Many thanks to all the dancers and  

organisers. 

Thanks to all who bought a quiz we raised £111 - answers opposite! 

The envelopes in the pews brought in the sum of £474.50, so thank you for 

the all the donations. 

Together we have raised the magnificent total of £1,706.10! 

Lynn Hutchison 

10 

On behalf of Stewart and Rebekah, I’d like to say a special thank you to 

Joyce, Helen, Muriel and all the dancers who made Stewart and Rebekah 

feel so very welcome at the Scottish Country Dancing nights.  

They thoroughly enjoyed each night, and it was so lovely to see them being 

made so welcome, and being included in the evenings. 

Gayle Lennon 



11 



Pascal is stepping down from his role as leader of the Seekers after 12 

years. Over those years we have seen dozens of children blossom in to 

young adults and Pascal has been passionate in his mission to gently 

equip them with the knowledge and skills they might need to navigate as 

Christians through the teenage years and beyond. Sunday mornings  

consist of chats on anything from the latest movies to current affairs to  

history, charity and the bible - Pascal's knowledge of everything (and I 

mean everything) never ceases to amaze me. He is a kind and thoughtful 

man and for all that hard work and dedication, all he asks for is the  

occasional coffee and muffin! 

So thank you Pascal, you will be missed.  

 Sharon Miller 

The children and young people of the Sunday Sunbeams, Stars  

and Seekers  following Prize Giving on Sunday 4th June. 

Summer Sunday Club 

Could you help out with  

the Sunday Club for the  

children and young people? 

We are looking for 2-3  

volunteers each Sunday 

over the summer to help 

with games, and crafts  

for the children in the 

Glasite Hall after the  

All Age Worship. 

If you’d like to help out, 

please add your name  

to the sheet on the  

notice board outside  

the St Andrew’s Hall. 

Many Thanks 
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On Saturday 13th May I got the bus to Glasgow to start my journey to Iona.  

I then got the bus to Oban where I caught the ferry. 

On Sunday I went to the evening church services which I always help out 

with.  I also bought some things that day. 

The Monday night was a ceilidh and the Tuesday was the Pilgrimage. 

There was a boat trip to Staffa on the Wednesday but I have been before 

so I did not go.  In the afternoon I went to North End beach and the waves 

parted in spectacular fashion. 

On the Thursday there was a chance to see how an archaeological dig was 

going on at Iona.  Then we were taken on a tour of the wild flowers of Iona. 

There was a leaving service on the Thursday night and on Friday I  

travelled back to Dundee. 

Graeme Burns 
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Saturday 13th May found 8 members of our group, plus one overactive 

dog, starting our walk in rather dull weather from the Wellmeadow in  

Blairgowrie. 

From that point we followed many twists and turns till we reached the edge 

of Ardblair Trail and the popular Bluebell Woods. 

This was a lovely 6 mile circuit from Blairgowrie taking in the fertile country-

side, 

2 small lochs containing much wildlife and the woods beautifully carpeted 

in bluebells in all their glory. 

After resting for lunch beside the White Loch, which contains swans, coots 

and moorhens and also signs of beaver activity, we made our way back to 

Blairgowrie and of course found a comfortable cafe to refresh ourselves  

after a most enjoyable outing. 

Come along and join us on the next walk on 15th July. All are welcome  

Roddy MacKinnon 



It was with sadness that we learned of the death of Rev John Hawdon  

followed five days later by the death of his wife, Jean. 

After Rev Ian Petrie retired, John was appointed as our Locum Minister. He 

carried out his duties faithfully and brought his own brand of humour to the 

services. John loved to chat which our members whom he visited for Home 

Communion greatly appreciated. He would also pop in on a Saturday 

morning to our Teas and Coffees and spend time with the customers. 

John introduced a ‘Song to Go’ to St Andrew’s. At their joint funeral, the 

choir of Invergowrie Church sang ‘Shalom’ which John had taught them, 

just as he had us. It was a beautiful tribute to two faithful servants. 

 

Shalom to you now  

Shalom my friends  

May God's full mercies bless you my friends  

In all your living and through your loving  

Christ be your shalom  

Christ be your shalom 

Sheila Valentine 
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On Sunday 14th May, the congregation took part in the Church of Scotland’s Word of Life picture challenge -  

aiming to get as many congregations as possible to take a picture celebrating the Word of Life, ahead of the General Assembly.  

Funeral 

May 9th  Evelyn Beer 



Flower Donors     Flower Committee  

 

 

June       June   

11
th
 Mrs. A. Johnston    11

th
  Mrs. M. McKenzie 

 Mr. W. Stewart 

18
th
 Mrs. A. Forbes    18

th
 Mrs. A. Sanderson 

 Mrs. A. Guthrie 

25
th
 Mrs. B. Young    25

th
 Mrs. A. MacKinnon 

 

July      July 

 2
nd

 Mrs. P. Scanlan    2
nd

 Mrs. E. Strachan 

 9
th
 Mrs. A. MacKinnon    9

th
 Mrs. L. Evans 

16
th
 Mrs. D. Grant    16

th
 Ms. M. Graham 

     Mrs. I. Spain 

23
rd

 Mrs. A. Clarke    23
rd

 Mrs. A. Henderson 

 Mrs. T. Thornton  

30
th
 Mrs. S. Baird    30

th
 Mrs. M. McKenzie 

 Mrs. P. Wood 

 

August     August 

 6
th
 Mrs. J. Smith     6

th
 Mrs. A. Sanderson 

 Miss J. Smart 

13
th
 Mrs. S. Taylor    13

th
 Mrs. A. MacKinnon 

20
th
 Flower Fund    20

th
 Mrs. E. Strachan 

27
th
 Flower Fund   27

th
 Mrs. L. Evans 

 

September     September 

 3
rd

 Mrs. M. Baxter      3
rd

 Ms. M. Graham 

 Mrs. S. Robertson 

10
th
 Mr. R. MacDougall    10

th
 Mrs. A. Henderson 

17
th
 Mrs. A. Lowe      17

th
 Mrs. M. McKenzie 

 Mr. M. West 

24
th
 Mrs. R. Wilkie    24

th
 Mrs. A. Sanderson  
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If you have any pastoral needs or if you know of 

anybody at home, or in hospital who requires a 

visit please contact our Interim Moderator: 

 

Rev David Collins BSc BD 

Tel: 01382 778874    

Email: revdacollins@btinternet.com 
 

Or the Church Office 

 

Church Office 
St Andrew’s Parish Church  

2 King Street, Dundee,  DD1 2JB     
Tel: 01382 224860 

Email: standrewsdundee@outlook.com 

Bowling 

 

  

Boys Brigade FMA 

John James BEM  

  

Care Group 

Liz Davidson  

  

Crèche Rota 

Anne Barrowman  

  

Flower Committee 

Anne MacKinnon  

Muriel McKenzie  

  

Fundraisers 

Jimmy Robertson  

  

Girls’ Brigade 

Sheila Valentine  

  

Guild 

Anne Barrowman  

  

Life and Work 

Ron Coull  

  

Outdoor Activities Group 

Roddy MacKinnon  

Stewardship Team 

Email: stewardship250@outlook.com 
 

Traidcraft 

Sally Romilly  

  

Website 

Claire Andrews  

 

Wyvern Distribution Co-ordinators 

Anne Lowe  

Brian Forsyth  

  

Wyvern Editor 

Gayle Lennon  

July 15th - Atholl Woods 

 

Aug 12th -  Dunkeld River Walk 

 

Sept 9th -  Loch Leven 

June 11th - Fellowship Service - 2pm 

* 

June 14th - Café Church - 7.15pm 

* 

Aug 15th - Café Church - 7.15pm 

* 

Aug 20th - Sunday School Re-starts 

The new church  

website is now live! 

 

It can be viewed at 

 

www.standrewsparishchurch.co.uk 

Wednesday 23rd August - 7.30pm 

Wednesday 4th October - 7.30pm 

Wednesday 6th December - 7.30pm 


