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Do not forget to do good and  

to help one another,  

because these are the sacrifices  

that please God . 
Hebrews 13: 16 



Every Sunday at 11am 

Créche, Sunday Sunbeams, Stars and Seekers  
meet after the All Age Worship 

Followed by tea/coffee in the St Andrew’s Hall 
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Holy Week  
Sunday 25th March - Sunday 1st April 

 
Service Times to be confirmed 

Please check weekly intimations, 
notice boards, website and facebook. 
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Teas/Coffees  Saturdays 10am - 12pm 

    Sundays after service 

Girls’ Brigade  Mondays 6.30pm 

Scottish Dancing Mondays 7.30pm 

Guild   alternate Tuesdays 2pm 

Bowling Club  Thursdays 7pm 

 

Something else happening?   
Let the congregation know by including it in  

the pre-service slides on Sunday mornings.  

Please email information, by a Friday at the  

latest, to Garry Collins  

Contributions for the next edition are welcome 

anytime during the coming weeks,  

but at the very latest by: 

THURSDAY 1st March 

email to  

thechurchmagazine@outlook.com 

The February edition of the Wyvern will be  

available for collection by distributors  

on Sunday 11th March 
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Dear Friends, 

I write this on the 1st of February, and I’m delighted to say that 

we now have a Nominating Committee, representing each of 

our two congregations, beginning the work of seeking a new 

minister. As time passes, you may wonder what progress has 

been made: Have there been any applicants? Are visits being made to other 

churches to hear potential ministers? How soon can we expect news of a sole 

nominee? Alas, such questions will remain unanswered, because the  

Nominating Committee must work in the strictest confidence. The first you are 

likely to hear is when a sole nominee is announced and a date set for them to 

preach. 

As you wait for this to happen, it may be helpful to know that there are currently 

around 240 vacant charges across Scotland and only around 14 new ministers 

applying for their first charge each year. Of course, there are always some  

ministers looking for a change of charge and others applying from partner 

churches abroad, although there are restrictions on our ability to consider the 

latter. The upshot is that vacancies now last considerably longer than they 

used to, with one or two years not being unusual, so don’t be surprised if the 

search for a minister takes longer than you might have expected. 

In the meantime, the two Kirk Sessions are working towards agreeing a change 

in service times to enable a locum to cover both services every Sunday,  

perhaps with one or more joint services every month, thus avoiding the need 

for additional pulpit supply at a time when there are very few worship leaders 

available across the Presbytery, with those who are available needed  

elsewhere. 

Currently, Lewis Rose, a retired Deacon, is the locum for both congregations 

(Tel: 01382 816580) and he is available for funerals and other pastoral  

emergencies. As Interim Moderator, my responsibilities lie in the work of the 

two Kirk Sessions and the Nominating Committee. However, my time as  

Interim Moderator will shortly come to an end. Like Rev Tony Thornthwaite who 

was Interim Moderator of Meadowside St Paul’s, I should have been replaced 

at the time of the linkage, but no one was available to take my place at that 

time.  

….continued overleaf 
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….continued from previous page 

However, with several vacancies having been filled in recent months, it is  

possible that another Interim Moderator may soon become available. As and 

when that happens, I will step down, but will continue to take a keen interest in 

the future of  Dundee: Meadowside St Paul’s lw Dundee: St Andrew’s. 

This year, Sunday 11th February is Transfiguration Sunday when Jesus, Peter, 

James and John took some time out together up a mountain where, as the 

three disciples looked on, Jesus was transfigured — his clothes became  

dazzling white, and they saw Elijah and Moses talking to him. It was clearly a 

very special and memorable experience, but the response of Peter is worth 

noting. Peter spoke up and said to Jesus, “Teacher, how good it is that we are 

here! We will make three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  

In other words, Peter wanted to capture the moment, to make time to stand 

still. 

It’s a mistake which we often make in the Church. The security of what we 

know, of the familiar, and even of the things which have become special to us, 

so often seems preferable to the uncertainties of the future. But that is the  

exact opposite of the attitude of the first Christians in the early Church. Had 

they stuck with the familiar they would never have ventured beyond the 

bounds of Judaism and Israel. Instead, they faced many dangers and  

uncertainties as they travelled throughout the known world, telling people the 

Good News of Jesus as far away as Britain in the west, and India in the east. 

That’s something to remember as you go forward together as Meadowside St 

Paul’s linked with St Andrew’s. 

Your Interim Moderator,   

Rev David A Collins 
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A Transfiguration Prayer 

Holy God, 

you have revealed the glory of your love in Jesus Christ, 

and have given us a share in your Spirit. 

May we who listen to Christ 

follow faithfully, 

and in tomorrow’s dark and uncertain places, 

may we trust the light of your gospel.  

AMEN 



The Transfiguration 

2 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John, and led them up a 

high mountain, where they were alone. As they looked on, a change came over 

Jesus, 3 and his clothes became shining white—whiter than anyone in the world 

could wash them. 4 Then the three disciples saw Elijah and Moses talking with 

Jesus. 5 Peter spoke up and said to Jesus, “Teacher, how good it is that we are 

here! We will make three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
6 He and the others were so frightened that he did not know what to say. 

7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them with its shadow, and a voice came 

from the cloud, “This is my own dear Son—listen to him!” 8 They took a quick 

look around but did not see anyone else; only Jesus was with them. 

9 As they came down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Don't tell anyone 

what you have seen, until the Son of Man has risen from death.” 

Mark 9: 2-9  

As reported in last December issue of the Wyvern, we are planning 

an exciting Stewardship programme for this year. We had aimed to 

hold congregational Gatherings in mid-March, at which we would 

showcase all that’s happening within our church and highlight 

plans for the future. However, there is now work planned to install a lift outside 

the Glasite Hall, and this is likely to cause disruption to the use of the halls  

during the February/March period.  

We have therefore decided to move our programme to later in the year and the 

Gatherings will be held on the following dates: 

Thursday 6th September at 2pm 

Friday 7th September at 7.30pm 

Saturday 8th September at 10.30am 

Please put these dates in your diary but don’t worry, we’ll repeat the dates and 

times along with further updates on the programme, in future Wyverns. 

We look forward to an exciting year ahead for 

all at St. Andrew’s. Please pop in to our future 

Cafe Church services. All are very welcome 

and the cakes are excellent!! 

Ian Clarke 
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tel: 01382 825882  / email: rbvalentine_uk@yahoo.co.uk 



January has now passed and no sign of any builders – so what is happening 

with the lift? Well, the redesign team have lined everything up to start the  

project. We have picked out the final details of the lift including the type of 

flooring and colours of the walls and our order is ready to join the queue to be 

manufactured. The lift engineer has double checked the final measurements 

and the builder is ready to start, but until we get our building warrant then we 

can do nothing else but wait. 

The lift takes 10 weeks to manufacture and three weeks to install, so we are 

hoping to get past this final hurdle as soon as possible. There will be dust and 

disruption ahead but at this stage we would welcome the upheaval as we look 

forward to the benefits that a lift will bring to all. 

Evelyn Scanlan 

Tickets, priced £5, are now on sale for the Colours Fashion Show to be held in 

the St Andrew's Hall on Wednesday 14th March. Refreshments will be served 

at the end of the show. 

Donations for a raffle will be gratefully received. The proceeds from the  

evening will hopefully give a 'lift' to the 250 Fund. 

If you are in a position to advertise the event in your workplace, please see 

Sheila Valentine who can supply you with a poster. 

The Church Tour video is now available to view on 

the St Andrew’s Church YouTube channel. There 

are also some other videos of church life, and 

hopefully more will be added in the weeks and 

months ahead.  

You can find our channel by going to 

 www.youtube.com  

and searching for ’St Andrew’s Church Dundee’.  Please do have a look and 

‘see’ life in and around St Andrew’s.       Gayle Lennon 
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As we continue looking at our theme of 'Celebrations', we 

have discovered many special days since the start of the year. 

For the older girls, Martin Luther King Day led to lots of  

discussion about racism. Some YouTube videos gave the girls 

an insight into Martin Luther King's upbringing and fight against the prejudices 

his people had to face. 

All the girls joined in our Burns Night with some dancing, games and poems. 

Eats were the traditional haggis, tatties and neeps washed down by Irn Bru 

and followed by shortbread, oatcakes and cheese. 

The next Monday we celebrated Australia Day. Thanks to Daniel Merrett, the 

hall was decorated with an Australian flag and bunting and a blow-up  

kangaroo. An Australian sing-song was followed by some craft. The Explorers 

made kangaroos and koalas complete with joeys and the Juniors and  

Brigaders made some aboriginal designs. The evening finished with the girls 

making traditional lamingtons – sponge squares covered in chocolate and 

dipped in coconut. A burger was also on offer as Australians would usually 

have a 'barbie' on Australia Day. 

Sheila Valentine 

This year I received a Happy New Year card from the Sunday Seekers. Not 

being connected to the Sunday School I was not aware that their theme this 

year was ‘Random Acts of Kindness.’ 

The card contained a £5 note with the wish that I donate it to the charity of my 

choice. I thought that was a really great idea. I was very pleased to give it to 

the British Red Cross. 

It is perhaps a little sad that the Sunday Seekers will never know exactly how 

that money is spent. Could it be to help refugees in some war torn land or to 

help those caught up in armed conflict or perhaps in the preparation of some 

disaster where the Red Cross are always active. 

We do know however, that no matter how that money is used it came from the 

Sunday Seekers at St Andrews Church Dundee and for that the congregation 

should be very proud of our young folk.  

They all have my sincere thanks.         J. D. Pirie  
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Silvie Taylor 

2008 - With the threat of our GB going into abeyance, Rev. I D Petrie wondered 

if St Andrew's was experiencing a taste of its own future. He went on to pay  

tribute to Captain Sheila Valentine and her officers who had been struggling to 

attract new members. A recruitment drive was promised. "Let us all give it our best 

shot. Our GB co. deserves it." 

1998 - On February 3rd the Guild held a 'Surprise’ meeting which turned out to be an  

evening of line dancing.  A week later Kim Page spoke on Victoria Support, a registered, 

but lesser-known, charity which trains volunteers to provide support and give practical  

advice to victims. 

1988 - The Young Woman's Group always wrote enthusiastically. On February 2nd 

Derek Moore spoke of the RSPCC and on the 16th  it was "Pottery and Pancakes", a  

coffee evening with cake, candy, plants and bric-a-brac for sale. 

1978 - Following the two programmes featuring St. Andrew's Church on TV’s 

'Scotspraise’, tributes flowed in from the length and breadth of Scotland, as well as from 

Dundee's Lord Provost. The Rev. TRS Campbell was delighted. "We have enhanced the 

reputation of our church and made a worthwhile contribution to the good name of the 

city." 

1968 - Mr. Campbell wrote that with the appointment of the Rev. George Chalmers to 

Denny, it made a total of five of our former assistants now in their second Charge: Mr. 

Henny from Rattray to Johnstone; Mr. Wright from Port Seton to Forfar; Mr. Rennie from 

Kinlochleven to Blackford and Mr. Gerrard from Newtyle to Camperdown. 

1958 - The Wyvern has never been a profit-making publication, but editor J.S. Matthew 

wrote of his concern that even 7½p, cost of basic production, was not regularly  

forthcoming from a sufficient number of homes, and he was astounded that, of all copies 

posted by request – to the ends of the earth - only about half were ever paid for, the 

church losing out on postage. (Surely we can do better now to make sure 

the Wyvern continues to record our activities?) 

1948 - On February 8th, the congregation heard with interest the Rev. Dr. John Stewart, 

Manchuria, our leading foreign missionary, who gave accounts of the work of the Church 

of Scotland in the Far East. He later held the children of the Sunday School  

spellbound.  Dr Stewart was as familiar with the Chinese tongue as with his own. 

1938 - The Rev. WT Smellie wrote of an elderly member who liked to tell of the ministers 

she had 'sat under’ and recalled the stir of feet in a Sunday proclaiming that the day had 

begun. "She could tell the names of men who were elders in the church long before I was 

born.  She remembered the storm the night the Tay Bridge fell. I new her heart was ever 

with this old sanctuary." 

1928 - "As we pass into our second year together, I hope the spirit of harmony, good  

fellowship and support between us will continue.  St. Andrew's, I take it, does not desire 

the startling 'stunts' so dear to some types of Christianity, but just to work together  

amicably, steadily, carrying forward the task God has placed in our hands, maintaining 

our beloved church with reverence and honour"  (Rev. RFV Scott) 
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I have to start of with an apology. We did not go to Longforgan Inn for our 

Christmas Lunch we went to Invergowrie Inn.  A senior moment oops !!!! 

On 9th January we welcomed our visiting elders David Pirie and Sheila Baird to 

our meeting. Andrew Clegg, our speaker, gave us an insight into his  

conquering of his stammer which he developed as a child.  How making notes 

of the various words and phrases he had difficulty with he improved his 

memory to such an extent that he no longer needs notes hence his talk Life 

without Notes. 

On 23rd January our speaker Irene Stephen who was to talk on Project Linus 

UK had to call off due to illness - she is now to join us on 6th March. However I 

have to thank Elizabeth Robertson who stepped into the breech with two of her 

quizzes. We split into teams and had difficulty remembering the names of the 

three wise men and who sailed to the land where the Bong tree grows. What a 

happy afternoon of fellowship.  Thank you Elizabeth. 

Our meeting on the 20th February is Margaret Clark talking about Malawi 

Fruits, the 6th March is our AGM and 20th March our last meeting of the  

session with a Daffodil Tea. Everyone is invited so come along and join us for 

an enjoyable afternoon. 

Anne Barrowman 

The Steeple Church hosted another Pizza Night for the young 

people from the City Centre Churches in January. Eloise,  

Rebekah and Stewart went along and had a great, fun evening, enjoying team 

challenges, games, as well as popcorn, pizza, cake, and some great input into 

the debate of the evening—what would Jesus say to.? 

The Pizza Nights are a monthly event and run from 4pm - 6pm at the Steeple 

Church. It is open to all young people in P7 and above. Keep an eye on  

Facebook, and the intimations for more details of dates, or contact me for more 

information.             Gayle Lennon 

Funerals 
16th Jan David (Davie) Coupar  

18th Jan Elizabeth (Betty) Guthrie 
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Flower Donors      Flower Committee  

 

February      February 

11th Mrs. E. Strachan     11th  Mrs. A. Henderson 

18th Mrs. A. Petrie      18th  Mrs. M. McKenzie  

25th Mrs. A. Barrowman      25th  Mrs. A Sanderson 

           

March       March 

  4th   Mrs. M. Baxter          4th   Mrs. A. MacKinnon  

    Mr. R. MacDougall 

 11th  Mrs. I. Dryden     11th  Mrs. E. Strachan 

 18th  Mrs. A. Lowe     18th  Mrs. L. Evans 

Mrs. E. Davidson 

 25th  Mrs. M. Hunter    25th  Ms. M. Graham 

         Mr. I. McDougall  

Easter Gift  

Service 

Sunday 18th 

March 

... is this year’s theme for Fairtrade Fortnight, which runs from 26th February 

to 11th March. During this time, we are especially encouraged to think about all 

the people who grow the coffee beans, tea leaves, cocoa pods and many other 

products which become the ingredients in our favourite foods and drinks. For 

too many farmers in the global south, the price they receive for all their hard 

work doesn’t allow a decent standard of living, something which we take for 

granted. 

The Fairtrade movement began specifically to help small-scale farmers, and 

nobody does that better than Traidcraft! As an exclusively fair trade company 

based on the Christian principles of love and justice, it has the largest range in 

the UK. The new spring catalogue is just out, with lots of beautiful handcrafted 

clothing, jewellery and items for home and garden from artisan producers. We 

have a wide selection of foods and cards on the Traidcraft stall every Sunday, 

so if you’ve not been for a look, now is the perfect time to ‘Come on in to 

Fairtrade!’             Sally & Bill  
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If you have any pastoral needs or if you 

know of anybody at home, or in hospital who 

requires a visit please contact our Interim 

Moderator: 

 

Rev David Collins BSc BD 
 

Or the Church Office 

 

Church Office 
St Andrew’s Parish Church  

2 King Street, Dundee,  DD1 2JB     
Tel: 01382 224860 

Email: standrewsdundee@outlook.com 

Bowling 

Bill Grant  

  

Boys Brigade FMA 

John James BEM  

  

Care Group 

Liz Davidson  

  

Crèche Rota 

Anne Barrowman  

  

Flower Committee 

Anne MacKinnon  

Muriel McKenzie  

  

Fundraisers 

Jimmy Robertson  

  

Girls’ Brigade 

Sheila Valentine  

  

Guild 

Anne Barrowman  

  

Life and Work 

Ron Coull  

  

Outdoor Activities Group 

Roddy MacKinnon  

 

Stewardship Team 

Email: stewardship250@outlook.com 

 

Traidcraft 

Sally Romilly  

  

Website 

Claire Andrews  

 

Wyvern Distribution Co-ordinators 

Anne Lowe  

Brian Forsyth  

  

Wyvern Editor 

Gayle Lennon  

Feb 21st - Session Meeting - 7.30pm 

* 

Feb 26th - Mar 11th Fairtrade Fortnight 

* 

March 10th - Guild Coffee Morning 10am 

* 

Mar 14th - Fashion Show 7pm 

* 

Mar 25th - Apr 1st Holy Week 

    (please check intimations,  

    website and Facebook for  

    days/times of services) 

Feb 20th - Malawi Fruits 

   Margaret Clark 

Mar 6th - AGM followed by   
   Project Linus 
   Irene Stephen 

Mar 20th -  Daffodil Tea 

   Alison Bishop & Friends 

 

We’re on the web! Find us at - www.standrewsparishchurch.co.uk 

Keep up to date with what’s happening 

at St. Andrew’s 

Our Facebook Page  

is updated regularly. 

Search Facebook for  

St Andrews Parish Church Dundee 

 


