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‘Christmas is coming!’ 

the Church is glad to sing,  

and let the advent candles 

brightly burn in a ring. 
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Sunday Services 
details on page 4 

* 

Café Church 
Wednesday 12th December - 7.15pm 

* 

Messy Church 
Saturday 15th December - 11am - 1pm 

* 

Afternoon Tea & Carol Service 
Sunday 16th December - 2pm 

Teas/Coffees  Saturdays 10am - 12noon 

    Sundays after service 

Girls’ Brigade  Mondays 6.30pm - 7.45pm 

Scottish Dancing Mondays 7.30pm 

Guild   alternate Tuesdays 2pm 

Bowling Club  Thursdays 7pm 

Gardening Group re-starts in spring 

 

Something else happening?   
Let the congregation know by including it in  

the pre-service slides on Sunday mornings.  

Please email information, by Friday at the  

latest, to Garry Collins  

Contributions for the next edition are welcome 

anytime during the coming weeks,  

but at the very latest by: 

THURSDAY 3rd JANUARY 

email to  

thechurchmagazine@outlook.com 

The December edition of the Wyvern will be  

available for collection by distributors  

on Sunday 13th January 
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Dear Friends, 

The nationwide ringing out of church bells on 11th November,  

including ours (many thanks to Ruth Irons and members of the 

choir for putting together such a beautiful evening service) 

brought the season of Remembrance formally to a close though individuals will 

of course continue to remember the loved ones they lost in war. 

By the time you read this, we will be in the season of Advent, though in some 

respects it seems as if the celebration of Christmas is already underway. 

On Saturday 17th November the sanctuary was filled with the wonderful sound 

of carol singing, as people from a number of different congregations came  

together to rehearse for the Watchnight Service to be broadcast on Christmas 

Eve by the BBC.  I’m afraid to admit I left at “half time” as I couldn’t reach the 

high notes of the sopranos nor read the music for the alto line, but others were 

hardier and more talented and you will see some familiar faces if you tune in to 

watch. 

Outside, preparations were well underway for the switching on of the Christmas 

lights, to take place that evening. For several years now, this weekend has  

included performances of The Dundee Nativity Play.  Like many, I’ve become a 

regular attender at this event (held in the Steeple) but this year it was  

particularly enjoyable as our very own Stewart and Rebekah Lennon were  

participating, as Herod and Mary respectively, and also as members of the 

choir. I wasn’t the only person to think that this was the best ever Dundee  

Nativity!  Was that down to the dastardliness of Herod – so convincingly  

portrayed by Stewart (he got boos and hisses as he walked off the stage!) – or 

the gentle respectfulness which Rebekah brought to the role of the mother of 

Jesus? 

Within our own walls, I also enjoyed the Christmas Fayre and the Kirkin’ of the 

Trades, the former a familiar item on the calendar but the latter a new  

experience.  The Grand Opening of the lift took place after this service. Lindsay 

McCallum managed to include a few puns in his opening remarks but my  

favourite moment was when the lift doors opened to reveal a basket of flowers 

to be presented to Miss Jean Leslie, who had been invited to cut the ribbon. 

Now we turn our thoughts towards the advent of the Christ Child, who promises 

to make all things new.         

May God bless you in your spiritual preparation for our Lord’s coming. 

Caroline 
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Once again we are running our Powerpoint Christmas Greetings. This aims to 

raise money for the church’s chosen charity (which will be announced shortly). 

Your Christmas greeting is displayed on the screens in church during pre-

service announcements. It’s a great way to share your festive message and 

raise money for charity at the same time. 

Forms are available at the church doors, and should 

be returned to me, with a minimum donation of £3. 

Ron Chimiak 

DECEMBER 

 9th  Tim Xenophontos-Hellen (Christmas Gift Service) 11.15am 

16th Rev Caroline Taylor 11.15am 

16th Rev Caroline Taylor - Afternoon Tea & Carol Service 2pm  

23rd Tim Xenophontos-Hellen - Christmas Family Service 11.15am 

24th  Christmas Eve Service with Rev. Caroline Taylor  -  7pm joint service at 
  Meadowside St Paul’s  

30th  Tim Xenophontos-Hellen 

 

January 

 6th  Rev. Caroline Taylor (Family Communion) 10am 

13th Mr Tim Xenophontos-Hellen 10am 

20th Mr Tim Xenophontos-Hellen 10am 

27th Rev. Caroline Taylor 10am 
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A reminder that once  
we move into January  

our Sunday service  
time changes to 10am. 



Prayer 
Loving God  

In this season of Advent, we come to you in our waiting 

 

We wait with our fears and frustrations 

our pain and regret 

our sense of loss 

Lord, help us to wait in peace 

 

We wait with impatience 

We rush around, preparing for the Christmas festivities 

not leaving enough time and space to prepare our hearts 

Lord, help us to wait in faith 

 

We wait with excitement 

We are ready to celebrate! 

We know the story and we long to hear it again: 

the poverty of the stable, the astonishment of the shepherds, the singing of the angels 

Lord, help us to wait in joy 

 

Loving God 

We wait in thanksgiving 

We are looking forward to the celebration 

We have others around us to share in the journey 

We are able to wonder at the marvel of your gift 

 

With the angels, we gather to give you the glory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us 
Amen 

Our open Afternoon Tea and Carol Service is on  

Sunday 16th December to which everyone is invited. 

Tea and goodies are to be served in the St Andrew’s 

Hall at 2pm, followed by a short Carol Service in the 

church. You are very welcome to come along and  

enjoy the worship and fellowship over a cup of tea with 

friends. 

We look forward to seeing you there.   

Liz Davidson 
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Once a man was asked, “what 

do you gain by regularly  

praying to God?”  

The man replied, nothing, 

but let me tell you what I lost:  

anger, ego, greed, depression, 

insecurity, and fear of death.” 

Sometimes, the answer to  

our prayers is not gaining,  

but losing; which ultimately  

is the gain. 



Following the Forward in Faith Programme, which the Stewardship 

team presented in early Autumn, we now have a final update on  

results achieved. 

Number of Responses: 158 (407 were sent out) 

Number Increasing their Free Will Offering: 17 

Number Increasing their Standing Order: 34 

Number Increasing their Giving: 51 

Number of New Gift Aid Declarations: 5 

Standing Order Mandates increased by 22%, and the overall increase in giving 

will be over £3,000 per annum, equating to 7% increase. Several members will 

increase their giving in early 2019, which will add to these figures. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Gatherings, which were held in 

September. These provided a real showcase of what goes on at St Andrew’s 

Kirk and also the wider church. Thanks too, to the visitor leaders and visitors 

who managed to visit and collect responses from so many in our congregation. 

A great deal of time and effort went into the planning and execution of the Pro-

gramme, so a special thanks to the Stewardship team for their hard work, and 

to Fiona Penny, from Church of Scotland Stewardship Consultant, for her guid-

ance and support. 

 Ian Clarke 
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Café Opens 7.15pm 

Worship Starts 7.30pm 

Wednesday 12th December 

Glasite Hall 

Do you have a bit of spare time once a month? 

Would you be willing to become a Wyvern distributor? 

A new distributor is needed for the Claypotts Castle/Balgillo 

Road area of the city. The Wyvern is produced 10 times a year 

(the break months are July and August). 

If you can help please contact Anne Lowe or Brian Forsyth (details on back 

cover. 



Many thanks again to everyone involved in helping  

created our poppy display for Remembrance. We hope 

you were able to view it in the church gardens.   

The Sunday Seekers, School and Girls’ Brigade  
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The new lift and  

redesigned entrance 

and balcony were  

officially opened by 

Miss Jean Leslie on 

25th November at a 

ceremony with Rev 

Caroline Taylor, the  

Trades and members 

of the congregation.  

Refreshments were 

enjoyed in the halls 

afterwards. 

Many thanks again to 

all who made the  

project possible. 
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Only 2 girls attended the company on 5th November 

when we couldn’t compete with Guy Fawkes.  

However, despite missing the fireworks, Rebekah 

and Rowan had good fun using red fondant icing to decorate 

‘poppy biscuits’ and also decorating trinket pots with poppies.  

The rest of November went ‘smoothly’ as both the Explorers and 

Juniors made smoothies with a variety of fruits. The Brigaders are now  

desperate to do likewise. Meanwhile they have started discussing ‘A Matter of 

Perspective’ which is one of their subjects this session. 

As we were short-staffed one evening, the Juniors and Brigaders joined  

together for a ‘Bee Drive’. The hall was buzzing! The following Monday was 

calmer when we learned a little about St Andrew as his special day  

approached. We also learnt some Advent songs in preparation for the Advent 

celebration which Rev Caroline Taylor will lead for the girls in the church. 

The coming weeks will be taken up with Christmas crafts including stars to 

decorate the church tree and we have a Christmas party on 17th December. 

Remember you can follow us on our Facebook page at  

facebook.com/15thGirlsDundee         Sheila Valentine 
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St Andrew’s Parish Church Halls - King Street, Dundee, DD1 2JB 

Saturday 15th December 

Saturday 19th January 

Saturday 16th February 
11am - 1pm  

Join us for messy craft fun, 

food, songs and stories. 

Messy Church is fun for all ages 

and is very family orientated.  

Children must be accompanied by a  

participating adult.   



Roddy Taylor 

2008 – Rev Ian Petrie congratulated the congregation on the energy  

sustained throughout the exhausting weekend of Christmas Fayre which 

raised £3,300. His final service prior to retiring took place the next day 

30th November and coincided with the annual Kirkin’ of the Trades service. 

1998 – Hazel Clarke won 3 gold medals in the Girls’ Brigade Divisional Swimming 

Gala and second year junior Jillian Reid reached the final. The girls spent  

December preparing for their Christmas presentation ‘Rock around the Flock’ which 

was performed during the family Christmas service.   

1988 – Mission Partners Ian and Elspeth Dougall wrote; ‘After 16 years we find  

ourselves back in Kikuyu, Kenya.  It is strange coming back and in many ways it is 

like coming home.   The country’s resources are overstretched with the explosion in 

population, however it is an exciting place to be – pulsating with life and stimulating 

to be with young and old, sharing their exciting awareness of the Gospel’. 

1978 – The Children’s page recalled how Christmas is celebrated in Poland. On 

Christmas Eve they don’t eat anything all day. When the first star can be seen  

twinkling in the sky they sit down to a family feast. Before the meal begins, a few 

straws are scattered on the floor in remembrance of the Stable in Bethlehem, and 

one chair is left vacant in case the Christ-Child should want to join the feast. 

1968 – The Bible Class did not hold a Christmas party. Instead they hosted one for 

the senior members of the congregation. The party in the church East Hall took 

place with each young person acting as host to one guest.  

1958 – In the days before television sets were common, assistant minister James 

Rennie wrote, ‘The Dramatic Society presented three one act plays in the East Hall 

on three successive nights’. The plays were ‘This Happy Breed’, ‘Dark Brown’ and 

‘Woman Alive’. The society was congratulated on excellent performances future 

productions were eagerly awaited. 

1948 – It was agreed that the war memorial for the fallen in years 1939-45 will take 

the form of a bronze plaque designed and executed by the London firm responsible 

for the 1914-1918 plaque. The design will be very similar and the names of the 

twenty seven who gave their lives will be inscribed. A mahogany casket with crystal 

top will be placed in front of the communion table and would house a book  

containing the names of those who fell in both wars, over 100 in total. 

1938 – The Ex-Servicemen of the church held their “Smoker” on 9th November and 

was enjoyed by all in attendance. This annual event was anticipated with great 

pleasure for those who served with H.M. Force during the war and over 80  

servicemen and their friends were present to revive old memories and sing again 

the songs sung on many a long march and in the billets behind the lines.  

1928 – On Sunday morning 2nd December, the congregation observed St  

Andrews’s Day in a “Festival of Friends Abroad.” An opportunity was given to the 

congregation to contribute to the “Church Overseas Scheme” through the retiring 

collection and £8 was raised. 
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Unfortunately our speaker from Spectrum for the 6th November was 

unable to attend but thankfully the Rev Caroline Taylor brought her 

date forward and gave us great insight into the life on Iona along 

with slides and photographs. Thank you Caroline for filling the 

space. 

On the 20th November Elizabeth Foster came along and did some craft work 

with us.  It was interesting to hear about her being a ministers wife and the  

various churches they have served in. We successfully made little note  

booklets and the instructions are available for anybody who would like to have 

a go.  I also have patterns for a knitted corsage. 

I can confirm that the meeting on the 19th February has been changed to the 

World Mission Council when Lesley-Ann Calvert will talk on Empowering  

Teenage Mothers in Zambia one of the charities we are supporting over the 

next 3 years. 

We now look forward to our Christmas Meal on the 11th December at the  

Invergowrie Inn.  I hope you all have a Happy Christmas. 

Anne Barrowman 

Despite rather wet weather and falling numbers of 

people attending, our Christmas Fayre ended on a 

high note with the total of £2870 being raised for 

Church funds. 

Thanks to everyone who helped to raise this total 

whether it was through giving donations, working on stalls, in the kitchen,  

serving teas and coffees, buying raffles and all the lovely goods on offer. It was 

a huge success. 

It was a wonderful day after all the hard work by all. 

From a personal viewpoint, I thoroughly enjoyed helping to run 

the Christmas Fayre as after 38 years of fundraising for the 

Church I have decided to retire from the Fundraising Group.  

Thanks for all your support. I have enjoyed every minute. 

Jimmy Robertson 
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Now it will soon be Christmas 

And I’m the Robin on your Christmas card 

At this time of the year, you might be surprised 

But I work so extremely hard. 

 

It’s posing for all of the photographs 

I never get a minute you see, 

But I’m so proud that I am in demand 

And they all want a Robin like me. 

 

I often sit high in the big holly bush 

Where the berries all red match my chest, 

But its sitting on the snowman’s hat 

The photographers like the best. 

 

Yes, they all like a red breasted robin 

One who is happy and chirpy like me, 

So much better than a spuggie or a budgie 

And I’m certain that you would agree. 

 

So I thought that I would just wish you 

Best wishes and all Christmas cheer 

May you get lots of great Christmas presents 

And have a real ‘chirpy’ New Year. 

 

Now I really like rich Christmas pudding 

I’d be as pleased as pleased as could be 

If you put out a dish with some on it   

A Christmas present, especially for me ! 

 

J. D. Pirie 
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Funerals 

16th Nov  Mrs Grace Hogan 

20th Nov  Mrs Isobel Wilkie 

(Assistant Minister, St Andrews Kirk, Dec 1974 -1975) 

 

Some of our older members will be sad to hear of the death of the Rev Dr  

Laurence Whitley on 4th November in Glasgow.  A son of the manse, his father, 

Harry, was minister in Port Glasgow and Partick before moving to St Giles,  

Edinburgh.  Laurence grew up and attended school in Edinburgh and, like his 

father after university entered the ministry.  He joined St Andrews Kirk in  

December 1974 as an assistant minister to our then minister, the Rev T.R.S. 

Campbell. Laurence proved a great hit with many for his boundless enthusiasm 

and energy just as our new halls were completed.  In an article in the May  

Wyvern he wrote about some of the crucial issues affecting the church which 

are still as relevant today including parish reappraisals.  He regularly visited the 

Boys’ Brigade not only leading the bible class and Christian Faith discussions 

but also teaching the drumming class.  Nearing the end of his probationary 

year with us he was called to the linked charges of Busby East and Busby 

West. At his farewell reception the congregation presented him with a slide  

projector.   

Busby was followed by a long period at Montrose Old and in 2007 to his final 

charge, Glasgow Cathedral.  He was honoured by the City of Glasgow for his 

pastoral work including his efforts in the aftermath of the Clutha Bar helicopter 

crash. The Rev Laurence Whitley was a truly gifted preacher who brought light 

into the lives of many who met him.  Our own thoughts and prayers will be with 

his immediate family and his many friends.  

Roddy Taylor 
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I said a Christmas prayer for you 

And I asked the Lord above 

To keep you safely in His care 

And enfold you in His Love. 

I did not ask for fortune, 

For riches or for fame 

I only asked for blessings 

In the Saviour’s Holy name. 

Helen Steiner Rice 



Flower Donors     Flower Committee  
 

 

December     December 

9th Mr. M. West     9th  Mrs. M. McKenzie  

 Mrs. M. Pert 

16th Miss R Lennon    16th  Mrs. A. Sanderson 

23rd Mrs. S. Cruikshank   23rd  Mrs. A. MacKinnon 

 Mrs. M. McKenzine 

30th Flower Fund     30th  Mrs. E. Strachan  

 

January      January 

6th Mrs. I. Irvine      6th Mrs. L. Evans 

13th Mr. P Davidson    13th Miss M. Graham 

 Mrs. L. Gow 

20th Mr. R. Greer     20th . Mrs. M. McKenzie 

27th Miss J. Leslie     27th  Mrs. A. Sanderson 

       Mrs. A. Clarke 
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The Ladies of the Flower Committee would like  

to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and  

Health & Happiness for 2019. 

There will be retiring collections after the Christmas 

services, and the Christmas Café Church with the 

monies donated going to this year’s chosen church 

charities (to be announced shortly - please see the 

screen intimations and facebook/twitter for details). 

There are also wish stars for the Christmas tree, that 

should you wish to make a donation for, this too will 

be given to the charity. The stars will be available at 

the tree and at the doors. 

Editor 



If you have any pastoral needs or if you 

know of anybody at home, or in hospital who 

requires a visit please contact our Interim 

Moderator: 

Rev Caroline Taylor 
 

Or  

 

Church Office 
St Andrew’s Parish Church  

2 King Street, Dundee,  DD1 2JB     
Tel: 01382 224860 

Email: standrewsdundee@outlook.com 

Bowling 

Bill Grant  

  

Boys Brigade FMA 

John James BEM  

  

Café Church 

Gayle Lennon  

  

Care Group 

Liz Davidson  

  

Crèche Rota 

Anne Barrowman  

  

Flower Committee 

Anne MacKinnon  

Muriel McKenzie  

  

Fundraisers 

Jimmy Robertson  

  

Girls’ Brigade 

Sheila Valentine  

  

Guild 

Fay Scott  

  

Life and Work 

Ron Coull  

  

Messy Church 

Lindsay McCallum  

  

Outdoor Activities Group 

Roddy MacKinnon  

 

Stewardship Team 

Email: stewardship250@outlook.com 

 

Traidcraft 

Sally Romilly  

  

Website 

Claire Andrews  

 

Wyvern Distribution Co-ordinators 

Anne Lowe  

Brian Forsyth 

  

Wyvern Editor 

Gayle Lennon 

Dec 9th - Christmas Gift Service - 11.15am 

* 

Dec 12th - Café Church - 7.15pm 

* 

Dec 15th - Messy Church - 11am-1pm 

* 

Dec 16th - Afternoon Tea & Carol Service - 2pm 

* 

Dec 23rd - Christmas Family Service - 11.15am 

* 

Dec 24th - Christmas Eve Service - 7pm at  

   Meadowside St Paul’s 

* 

Jan 6th - Family Communion - 10am 

* 

Jan 19th - Messy Church - 11am-1pm 

 

 

Dec 11th - Christmas Meal 

 

Jan 7th - Tartan Pimpernel 

   Malcolm Gracie  

 

Jan 21st - Street Names   

   Gillian Molloy 

Keep up-to-date with us on: 

 

St Andrews Parish Church Dundee 
 

 

@msp_standrews 

We’re on the web! Find us at - www.standrewsparishchurch.co.uk 

Please remember that from January 

our Sunday Service changes to a  

10am start 


