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Dundee 

The Magazine of St. Andrew’s Parish Church  

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Issue 688 

Sunday 16th January  

Seafarers’ Service  

St Andrew’s at 11.15am 

 

Sunday 30th January  

Joint Service with Communion 

Meadowside St Paul’s at 11am 
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Contributions for the next edition are welcome  

anytime during the coming weeks,  

but at the very latest by: 

Friday 4th February 

email to  

thechurchmagazine@outlook.com 

The February edition of the Wyvern will be  

available for collection by distributors  

on Sunday 13th February 

Interim Session Clerk 

Mrs Evelyn Scanlan - Tel: 01382 580547  

Email: sessionclerksta@aol.com  

Deputy Session Clerk 

Mr Ron Chimiak - Tel: 01382 669527 

  

Finance Co-ordinator 

Mrs Sheila Valentine - Tel: 01382 825882 

  

Gift Aid Promoters 

Mrs Fay Scott - Tel: 01382 644063 

Mrs Alison Collins - Tel: 01382 665560 

Freewill Offering 

Mrs Fay Scott - Tel: 01382 644063  

 

Fabric Co-ordinator 

Mr Roddy Taylor  - Tel: 01382 770198 

  

Church Officer 

Mr Ron Chimiak - Tel: 01382 669527  

 

Presbytery Elder 

Mr Tim Xenophontos-Hellen - Tel: 01382 630355 

  

Roll Keeper 

Mrs Evelyn Scanlan - Tel: 01382 580547 

  

Director of Music 

Ms Ruth Irons - Tel: 01334 839439 

  

Hall Letting Convenor 

Mr Ron Chimiak - Tel: 01382 669527  

  

Safeguarding Co-ordinator 

 Mrs Pam Chimiak - Tel: 01382 669527 

  

Reader Co-ordinator 

Mrs Merelyn Baxter - Tel: 01382 739997 

  

Sunday Seekers 

Mrs Sharon Miller - Tel: 01382 477554 

 

Sunday School/Club Co-ordinators 

Mrs Fay Scott - Tel: 01382 644063 

Mrs Alison Collins - Tel: 01382 665560 

 

26th January 

 Cong Ref No - 291743 

Scottish Charity No - SC011775 

Guild — meeting every second Thursday 

14:00—16:00. See page 4 

Girls’ Brigade — meet every Monday                

evening, during the school term:   

18:30—20:00  

Something else happening?   

If you have anything you’d like intimated 

in the  

pre-service slides, please email Garry 

Collins  

by a Friday at the latest: 

alisongarry1@btinternet.com 

Sunday Service Information 

We are led in worship each Sunday by 

our minister Rev Anita Kerr 

at 11:15 am. 

 

Services at Meadowside St Pauls begin 

at 10:00am 

 

Please see dates for your diary on 

the front cover, detailing information 

on joint services and changes to    

service times for special services. 

Joint meeting with Meadowside St Pauls Kirk session  
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Blessings, 

Anita   

 Today is the fourth day of Christmas, the manse is in full      

festive flow, with flowers, fairy lights and the Christmas fabric 

used to wrap the presents folded neatly beside them. A choir 

is singing the Christmas carol ‘O little town of Bethlehem’, as 

‘the hopes and fears of all the years’ ring out from the radio, 

2021 is drawing to a close. The hopes and fears of another year of the pandemic are 

fading and the future hopes and dreams hover on the horizon of 2022. 

I am making my New Year Resolutions.  

I am preparing with optimism for the year to come. In the words of another carol, Good 

King Wenceslas, marking my Masters footsteps that I may tread in them boldly! 

Christmas Day 2022 is a Sunday and I am looking forward to it already! 

In between now and then; you and I must navigate the intervening months, find the 

way forward for our linked charges, get to know our mission partners ‘JustBee           

Productions’ and fulfil the mission of God in our city. We should be encouraged when 

we think how far we have come in 2021.  We have learnt a great deal and risen to 

many challenges.  

A lifetime seems to have passed since I wrote my first Wyvern letter in December, 

2020. We moved into lockdown for what we thought would be four weeks, worship 

went online and we weren’t together in Church until Palm Sunday. Most of us were 

blissfully unaware of what lay ahead for us as a parish, at Presbytery and General     

Assembly level.  A parishioner said to me recently, ‘Have you only been here a year? I 

feel as if I’ve known you much longer.’ I feel the same and thank God for the privilege 

of serving in St Andrew’s and Meadowside St Paul’s. 

I placed my trust then, as I do now, in my God and Saviour, who was, and is and is to 

come. As I do so, I sense God smile; we will not only survive, we shall thrive, God is 

with us, Emmanuel. 

My sincerest wishes for a joyful, blessed and Spirit filled 2022. 

Seasons Greetings  

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty” 

Revelation 1:8 

Tuesday 28th December 
2021 

The Manse,  

Mayfield Grove 

Dundee 



 

4 

 

An excellent turn-out of members 

from St Andrew’s and Meadowside St 

Paul’s enjoyed an afternoon of    

Christmas entertainment when       

Marilyn, Edna and  Elizabeth,          

accompanied by Kate, sang their way 

through a wonderful selection of 

Christmas carols and songs. Marilyn 

also read one of David Pirie’s poems 

and Edna’s poem about her New Year 

diet certainly struck a chord! 

Everyone then enjoyed an afternoon 

tea and lots of chat. 

Our first meeting of 2022 will be on 
January 20th and will take the form of 
a Scottish Afternoon as we approach 

the celebration of Robert Burns’    
birthday. On 3rd February, we look  

forward to David Pirie’s visit when he 
will share some of his poetry with us. 

Unfortunately, our meetings were 

again stopped abruptly, when Girls’ 

Brigade, Scotland, advised us on 8th 

December to cease meeting indoors 

from the end of that week. 

To enable us to meet our girls before 

Christmas, we contacted them, told 

them to wrap up warmly and            

arranged to meet them in the car 

park on Monday 13th December. 

From there we walked through the 

town to the City Square where we 

admired the images projected onto 

the City Chambers and the unusual 

Christmas tree. Next it was down to 

Slessor Gardens where some of us       

ventured onto the Big Wheel. We      

finished off the evening with a visit to    

McDonalds. 

“On the first day of 2022, 15 Scottish Christian    
churches and organisations including the Church of 

Scotland, co-signed a letter calling for prayer in        
response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. Scottish 
Christians are invited to join in prayer, reflecting on the 

suffering of 2021 and turning towards the new year 
with the knowledge that the light of the Word is not 

overcome by the darkness” 

“As we reach the end of a year and turn towards the year that is to come, the dark    
shadow of Covid-19 still lies over us and the community of which we are a part. We have 

endured much and struggled with the abiding uncertainty that still clouds our vision of 
the year ahead. Nevertheless, no matter how abiding the uncertainty and the darkness 
of the shadow, the Gospel affirms that: ‘the darkness did not overcome it’. The Gospel   
affirms that at no point is the light of the Word come from God consumed by darkness. 
We ask the One who is the light of the world to give us light that we may walk safely, 

even where darkness abides.” 

The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome 

it.’ (John 1: 5)  

Shared with you from the Church of Scotland Website: A New Year's Day prayer from the Scottish Church Leaders' Forum | The Church of 

Scotland  

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2022/articles/a-new-years-day-prayer-from-the-scottish-church-leaders-forum
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2022/articles/a-new-years-day-prayer-from-the-scottish-church-leaders-forum


 

5 

 

Minnie Louise Haskins wrote a poem in 1908 which she called ‘God Knows’. 

One part of the poem became very popular when King George VI quoted it in 

his 1939 Christmas broadcast to the nation. His words struck a chord with a 

country facing the uncertainly of war.  

The lines he read became known as ‘The Gate of the Year’. 

  

                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:                           

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

 

And he replied:      

                                                                                                                             

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

Minnie Louise Haskins’ words live on, inscribed at the entrance to the 

George VI memorial chapel in St George’s Chapel, Windsor, and in a     

window at the Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy. The poem was also read at the 

funeral of Elizabeth, the Queen Mother in 2002. 

As we stand at the ‘gate’ of 2022, unsure of what lies ahead, we can draw 

comfort from Minnie Louise Haskins’ words and the words of the hymn, ‘I 

Know Who Holds the Future’. 

I do not know what lies ahead,  

The way I cannot see,  

But one stands near to be my guide,  

He'll show the way to me.  

So as I face tomorrow,  
With its problems large and small,  

I'll trust the God of miracles,  
Give to Him my all. 
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Over the last few months, we have been up-dating you with the changes planned 

for the Church of Scotland, at both a national and local level. As part of the Radical 

Action Plan accepted by the 2019 General Assembly, the Church agreed to a series 

of measures to reduce the number of presbyteries across the country, support local     

congregations in their ministry and mission and encourage new expressions of 

church. 

The number of presbyteries in Scotland is to be reduced from 43 to about 12, and 

new networks, hubs and other new local church structures will be developed. The 

Church is also moving to dispose of land and buildings which no longer serve the 

mission of the church. This is in line with the 2019 General Trustees report, 'Well 

Equipped Spaces in the Right Places'. 

To ensure the future of the Church we are both encouraged and challenged to          
embrace the change which is necessary for our church to grow. The framework for 
the future is focused on the 5 Marks of Mission as instructed by 121. 

What does this mean for us? 

St Andrew’s and Meadowside St Paul’s will finalise the move to a union in 2022. As         
reported previously in the Wyvern, Meadowside St Paul’s building is intended for         
redevelopment in the Presbytery Planning Proposal. Further to discussion during the 
summer a mission partner has been identified in JustBee Productions (JustBee        
Productions and Make Dundee Home became one charity in September 2021). In        
November 2021 JustBee Productions moved into the church halls in Meadowside St 
Paul’s. The relocation has been a huge move for both them and Meadowside St 
Paul’s and its success has been greatly influenced by the generosity, grace and    
willingness of everyone to work together. Making space, sharing, caring and          
extending the love of God can be exhausting and it takes each one of us to be      
prepared to go the extra mile and smile!  

What happens next? 

A ‘Basis of Union’ will be prepared, requiring careful consideration of what will be 
changed as we go forward. As we have been linked with Meadowside St Paul’s for a 
number of years, some of these changes have already happened. The place of        
worship, the minister and the manse are already in place. 

1) The minister will be Rev Anita as minister nominated to linked charge. 

2) The place of worship of the united congregation will be St Andrew’s as a               
consequence of the Presbytery Planning Proposal recommendation that           
Meadowside St Paul’s be redeveloped. Confirmed by the mission partnership with 
JustBee Productions.  

3) The manse in Mayfield Grove was purchased by the linked charge. 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/radical-action-plan
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/radical-action-plan
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According to the Basis of Union, a new name is to be agreed for the united            
congregation as the two congregations come together to form a new ‘church’,          
worshipping at St Andrew’s. We will begin this discussion with both congregations In 
January. Both congregations will be asked for suggestions for the ‘new name’ of our 
united church. These will be brought to a joint Kirk Session meeting on Wed 26

th
     

January for discussion and the decision ratified at respective Kirk Session meetings in 
February.  Once agreed the basis of union for the linked charge of Meadowside St 
Paul’s and St Andrew’s will be brought to Presbytery on 23

rd
 February 2022.  

To facilitate this there will be suggestion boxes placed in both churches in for you to 
place your suggestions for our new name. These will be available on three Sundays in 
January (9

th
; 16

th
; and 23

rd
).  

To date there have been two possibilities suggested: 

• St Andrew’s and St Paul’s  
• Kingsgait Kirk  

It may be useful for our discussions if you could explain the thought process behind the 
name you are proposing, for example: Kingsgait Kirk is based a combination of King 
from the King’s Street address of St Andrew’s and Gait from the Nethergait address of        
Meadowside St Paul’s combining to become the Kingsgait Kirk 

Information from the meeting on the 26
th
 January will be fed back to both                  

congregations and more information on the process of the union will be available in the 
new year. 

Kirk Session Meetings in 2022 

Joint Kirk Session Meeting with       

Meadowside St Paul’s - Wed 26th Jan – 

meeting at Meadowside halls, time tbc 

St Andrew’s Kirk Session Meeting – Wed 

9th Feb at 7.30pm 

Special Services 

Sunday 16th  January Seafarers’ Service 

at St Andrew’s at 11.15am 

Joint Service with communion at     

Meadowside St Paul’s on Sunday        

30th January at 11am 

Light of the World, 
May You arise and shine even in the 

face of darkness: 
We come as those who now step forth 

Into the year that is to come. 
We ask of You light for the days that lie 

ahead 
And, once more, the knowledge of Your 

abiding presence. 
Lord, in Your mercy 

Hear our prayer.  

The words of prayer below form part of 

the prayer that formed the letter               

introduced to you on page 4 from the New 

Years Day: Call to Prayer.  You will find 

more aspects of this prayer throughout the 

Wyvern. 
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 Roddy Taylor 

2012 – Sheila Valentine wrote in the Children’s Page about the Chinese New             

Year which celebrated the Year of the Dragon on 23rd January. Most celebrate New 

Year on 1st January. The Chinese celebration can be between January 21st and        

February 20th.  Whatever day is chosen, the New Year is often a time for fresh starts 

and an opportunity to learn from the past.   

2002 – From Rev Ian Petrie, “Something very special is happening at 3pm on Sunday 

January 20th”.  Along with friends from St Mary’s Forebank and St Patrick’s St Andrew’s 

was invited to the Islamic Centre in Victoria Road to share a Muslim view of living in 

Dundee.   This followed the Twin Towers terrorist attack on the United States on 1st 

September.  

1992 – The Young Women’s Group ran a tremendously successful Santa Drive on 3rd 

December. There followed an invitation to join the Guild for  their Christmas Dinner with 

an excellent meal and competitions composed by Joan Byres.  

1982 – A bitter cold and snowy Christmas reduced attendances but did not prevent   

normal services. The tree was decorated and colourfully lit by a trusty band of helpers. 

The Girls’ Brigade presented their Carol Service. The Family service, with snow falling 

was well attended and the Sunday school sang their carols and the Flower Ladies     

ensured successful delivery of gifts and flowers to hospitals and private homes. 

1972 – On New Year’s Sunday it was good to see in the Church 2 Past Conveners of 

the Nine Incorporated Trades, Mr Andrew Wallace and Mr Douglas Hardy, who with 

their wives attended the service, thereby maintaining a practice instituted by the late 

Matthew Waddell.   

1962 – The Guild of Youth spent an enjoyable evening at the Rep seeing the comedy 

Pools Paradise. On 17th December they visited Victoria Hospital to participate in a carol 

service. Members collected non-perishable foodstuffs which were distributed to      

members of the congregation. Most then returned to take part in the Midnight Service.   

1952 – The Boys’ Brigade celebrated their Diamond Jubilee with a thanksgiving parade 

on 9th December. Other events included a Dinner in Gray’s Rooms and a Pantomime 

trip to Edinburgh to see “Puss in Boots” at the King’s Theatre.  

1942 – Locum minister John S Phillips wrote during World War Two “Christ knew the 

value of prayer, Witness the sublimest prayer in history the Lord’s Prayer”. He            

continued, “We need again to lift our hands in prayer not only for our friends and        

families but also to combat spiritual forces in the world and bring in Christ’s Kingdom”. 

1932 – The Sunday School held three social meetings for the Junior and Senior pupils 
in the Church Hall.  The infants held their Social in the Central Hall on 29th December. 
Santa Claus arrived and distributed gifts from around the Christmas Tree to 190 little 
ones.   
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Having enjoyed singing hymns in harmony for very 
many years, I find it hard to select a favourite. There is huge scope in CH4 
for themes. Tunes are evocative. Words have deep meanings, and a lot            
depends on the thoughts of the day. CH4 has given us much deep thinking, 
and stark arousal to attitudes as in some of the work of John Bell. 

We all love singing the rousing ones, such as ‘O for a thousand tongues to 
sing my great Redeemer’s praise’ (The word tongue could even mean                  
languages.) We love many tunes, such as Sagina. 

In my school days, I was introduced to a hymn, not heard much now,         
perhaps because we seldom have evening services today, and whose words 
have been updated a bit. To me, the hymn brings out the global feeling of a 
world grateful for blessings, and ever hopeful of enduring strength of faith in 
the untrodden path ahead. 

  

   

  The day you gave us Lord, has ended, 

  The darkness falls at your behest; 

  To you our morning hymns ascended 

  Your praise shall sanctify our rest. 

  We thank you that your Church unsleeping, 

  While earth rolls onward into light, 

  Through all the world her watch is keeping 

  Nor rests from worship day or night 

  As o’er each continent and island 

  The dawn leads on another day, 

  The voice of prayer is never silent, 

  Nor dies the song of praise away. 

  The sun that bids us rest is waking 

  Your children ‘neath the western sky, 

  And hour by hour fresh lips are making 

  Your wondrous doings heard on high. 

  Forbid it, Lord! Your throne shall never, 

 like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 

  your kingdom stands and grows for ever, 

  till all your creatures own your sway. 

Joyce McBryde 

Light of the World, 
May You arise and 

shine even in the face 
of darkness; 

We come as those 
who have sought Your 

light 
In the year that is now 

past. 
We give thanks that 
You have led us safe 

thus far 
And that You shall 

lead us home. 
Lord, in Your mercy 

Hear our prayer.  
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£309 was raised through the Special Collections and the Christmas 

Greetings on the screens. 

This money will be shared between Just Bee/Making Dundee Home and 

Memory Box. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped us raise this wonderful sum. 

Many thanks to all those who contributed to the decoration of the church over the 

Christmas period. To Steve James who, once more, transported the tree to the 

church. 

To Fiona Battles and family who erected the tree and decorated it so tastefully. 

For many, many years, Bill Dryden donated the Christmas trees to the church. 

After Bill’s death, the church received a sum of money from Bill’s  estate and it 

has been agreed that we will use that money every year to purchase the tree. In 

that way, the memory of Bill’s kindness and generosity will not be allowed to 

fade. 

We must also thank the Flower Committee, who, week in week out, provide   
beautiful floral displays, for the extra effort they made for the Gift Service. 

Light of the World, 
May You arise and shine even in the face of darkness: 

We come as those who have dwelt in the shadows 
And shared in the suffering and uncertainty of these 

times. 
Abide with us and shed Your light amongst us 
That we might know Your abiding presence. 

Lord, in Your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
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I hope everyone at St Andrews Church had a very happy Christmas.                               

I would like to say a special thank you to the flower committee and those who        

delivered flowers to me since I took ill, it is very much appreciated.  I also wish to 

mention Marilyn      Graham who has delivered my Wyvern to me and has kept me 

up to date with events in the church.  She also very kindly gave me a lift to the Guild 

on Thursday 9th December 2021.  It was so nice to see people I hadn’t seen for over 

a year.  I thoroughly enjoyed the singing and the wonderful spread provided with 

our cup of tea.  Thank you once again to everyone.                                                      

Wishing everyone good health in 2022.  

Reading in             

Church 

Marion Pert 

Flower Donors Flower Committee   

January 2022   

2nd Mrs. I. Irvine Mrs. E. Strachan   

9th Mr. P. Davidson Mrs. L. Evans   

16th Mr. R. Greer Miss. M. Graham   

23rd 
Mrs. S. Baird    

Mrs. A. Clarke 
Mrs. M. McKenzie 

  

 

30th 
Mrs. D. Steven          

Mrs. J. Gardiner 
Mrs. A. Sanderson 

 

 

February 2022  

6th Mrs. E. Strachan Mrs. E. Strachan  

13th Mrs. A. Petrie Mrs. L. Evans  

20th  Flower Fund Miss. M. Graham  

27th Mrs. M. Baxter Mrs. M. McKenzie  

We are always looking for volunteers to read the      

lessons at Sunday services. Anyone who would be      

willing to undertake this   service to the church is 

asked to contact the Reader Co-ordinator, Merelyn     

Baxter, Tel 01382 739997 
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If you have any pastoral needs or if you 

know of anybody at home, or in hospital who 

requires a visit please contact our Minister 

Rev Anita Kerr 

Email: Anita.Kerr@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Telephone: 01382 456659  

Or  

Church Office 
St Andrew’s Parish Church  

2 King Street, Dundee,  DD1 2JB     
Tel: 01382 224860 

Email: standrewsdundee@outlook.com 

Bowling 

Bill Grant - 01382 776010 

Boys Brigade FMA 

John James BEM - 01382 731793 

Christian Aid Co-Ordinator  

Caroline Taylor— 01382 770198 

Care Group 

Liz Davidson - 01382 736005  

Flower Committee 

Avril Sanderson - 01382 778842  

Muriel McKenzie - 01382 477382 

 Fundraisers 

Fay Scott - 01382 644063 

 Girls’ Brigade 

Sheila Valentine - 01382 825882 

 Guild 

Fay Scott - 01382 644063 

 Life and Work 

Ron Coull - 01382 776555 

 Messy Church 

Lindsay McCallum - 01382 477493 

 Outdoor Activities Group 

Roddy MacKinnon - 01382 506994 
 

Stewardship Team 

Ruth Irons - Tel: 01334 839439 

Traidcraft 

Sally Romilly - 07719 931125 

Website 

Claire Andrews - 07501 268239 
 

Wyvern Distribution Co-ordinator 

Alison Collins - 01382 665560 

Wyvern Editors 

Aimee Brown - 01382 665560 

Sheila Valentine - 01382 825882 

 

 

St Andrews Parish Church Dundee, 

News and Events Group 

 

St Andrews Parish Church Page 
 

 

Meadowside St Paul’s l/w St Andrew’s 
 

 

Meadowside St Paul’s l/w St Andrew’s 

 

www.standrewsparishchurch.co.uk 

Light of the World, 
May You arise and shine even in the face of darkness: 

We come as those who journey on towards the horizon 
Where light shall surely break and the darkness be vanquished. 

We pray for the bereaved and for the bereft 
And ask that You would draw near to them in Your compassion. 

Lord, in Your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1444189152282220/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1444189152282220/
https://www.facebook.com/dundeestandrewsparishchurch/
https://twitter.com/msp_standrews
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ8YInPHk32XfZ64BmfH9aQ

