
 

1 

 

Dundee 

The Magazine of St. Andrew’s Parish Church  

 

 

Issue 693 

Faith—it makes things possible, 

not easy.  

‘Be strong and courageous! Do 

not be afraid or discouraged. 

For the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go”. 

Joshua 19 
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Contributions for the next edition are welcome  

anytime during the coming weeks,  

but at the very latest by: 

Friday 5th August 

email to  

thechurchmagazine@outlook.com 

The Summer edition of the Wyvern will be  

available for collection by distributors  

on Sunday 14th August 

Session Clerks 

Mrs Margaret Adamson  

Email: mspdundee@outlook.com  

Mrs Evelyn Scanlan  

Email: sessionclerksta@aol.com  

Deputy Session Clerk 

Mr Ron Chimiak  

  

Finance Co-ordinator 

Mrs Sheila Valentine  

  

Gift Aid Promoters 

Mrs Fay Scott  

Mrs Alison Collins  

Freewill Offering 

Mrs Fay Scott  

 

Fabric Co-ordinator 

Mr Roddy Taylor   

  

Church Officer 

Mr Ron Chimiak  

 

Presbytery Elder 

Mr Tim Xenophontos-Hellen  

  

Roll Keeper 

Mrs Evelyn Scanlan  

  

Director of Music 

Ms Ruth Irons  

  

Hall Letting Convenor 

Mr Ron Chimiak  

  

Safeguarding Co-ordinator 

 Mrs Pam Chimiak  

  

Reader Co-ordinator 

Mrs Merelyn Baxter  

 

Sunday Seekers 

Mrs Sharon Miller  

 

Sunday School/Club Co-ordinators 

Mrs Fay Scott  

Mrs Alison Collins  

 

TBC 

 Cong Ref No - 291743 

Scottish Charity No - SC011775 

Guild — our guild session has now       

finished and will recommence after      

summer 

Girls’ Brigade — our Girls Brigade     

Company is finished for Summer and will 

begin again once the schools return  

 

Something else happening?   

If you have anything you’d like intimated 

in the  

pre-service slides, please email Garry 

Collins  

by a Friday at the latest: 

alisongarry1@btinternet.com 

Sunday worship will now 

be conducted by Rev Anita 

Kerr, every week at 11am . 
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“So now since we have been made right in God’s sight through faith in his      

promises, we can have real peace with him because of what Jesus Christ our 

Lord has done for us. For because of our faith, he has brought us into this place 

of highest privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look        

forward actually to becoming all that God has had in mind for us to be.”  Romans 5: 1-2 

Dear Friends, a warm welcome to all new readers of the Wyvern, our monthly 

church magazine. The place to find all the latest news, learn about what is         

happening, has happened and is about to happen!  

When I arrived in the parish, I was fascinated by the name Wyvern. I had never 

heard of this mythical small, dragon-like creature, sometimes called a dragonet. 

The Wyvern, complete with dragon’s head and wings, reptilian body, two legs and 

tail, often ending in an arrow shaped tip, is well known in and beyond Dundee. Sir 

Francis Drake placed the Wyvern on his official coat of arms and J. K Rowling       

included the Wyvern in her “Fantastic Beasts-the Creatures of Dumbledore”. There 

are even tenuous suggestions the Wyvern may be symbols of courage or strength 

or even protection, due to their use in heraldry. Whatever their origin, ancestry, or 

identity I love the little dragonet spinning on the spire of our church, as well as the 

essential font of knowledge found in our church magazine. 

‘For because of our faith, he has brought us into this place of highest privilege 

where we now stand’.  

 When you next stand on our church terrace you will see a beautiful Acer tree in 

the flower bed outside the cloisters. A gift from our Meadowside St Paul’s family, it 

was planted after our Pentecost Sunday Service, to symbolise putting down roots 

in our new home. The beautiful red and gold foliage provide a perfect reminder of 

our Pentecost birthday. The day began with our Meadowside St Paul’s family         

assembling at Nethergate at 10.15 on Pentecost Sunday morning to walk to         

St Andrew’s for 11.00. The weather was perfect for a stroll and a chat. Meanwhile 

in St Andrew’s members gathered to walk to meet them and they all arrived 

‘together for worship’.  

A symbolic pilgrimage blessed by God and beautiful sunshine! 

We confidently and joyfully look forward to ‘actually becoming’ all that God has had 

in mind for us to be” 

A colleague commented to me recently, ‘I don’t know if you realise it yet, but it is 

very clear that the Holy Spirit is moving in your church?’. Humbled and hugely    

privileged, I replied,  

‘Yes, I am aware the Holy Spirit is moving in this place’.  

Blessings, Anita 
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As most of you know Pam and I have been going through a rough patch 

with myself having a stroke and Pam having a pulmonary embolism           

followed by a severe infection but am glad to say we are both on the right 

path thanks to the dedication of the staff at Ninewells Hospital who we     

cannot thank enough. We are both so lucky to have a loving family who 

helped us through this difficult time in looking after us taking us for hospital 

appointments, getting messages etc. And we also had comfort in being part 

of the church family with members of the congregations showing their      

concerns and prayers and offers of help and the flowers from the flower 

committee. WE would also like to thank Anita for taking the time to come out 

and visit us in hospital and home it meant a lot to the both of us. My thanks 

also to Garry Collins for covering my church officer duties which I hope to 

resume at the start of July with a phased return if fit enough. 

A Big thank you to our Family and Friends and our church Family 

Pam and Ron Chimiak  

A huge thank you to everyone who made our weekend of celebrations a 

success. There are so many people who contributed in so many ways that I 

cannot list them all. So, whether you made sandwiches or cakes, put away 

tables and chairs or contributed in some other way on Saturday or Sunday 

then THANK YOU.  

I am especially grateful to Sheila, Alison and Garry for stepping in to help 

while Ron has been ill and there was so much to organise. While we can’t 

say that we didn’t miss Ron, we were well able to manage, so long as we 

had three people to replace him! 

Special thanks also to David Smith for saving the day on Saturday and       

offering to play the organ at short notice. And thank you to Lionel from     

Dundee High School for filling in for Ruth on Sunday. 

Well done to everyone for making a weekend of special 
memories, celebrating our past and our future together 
as Kingsgait Kirk. 

Evelyn 
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Many thanks to Tim for Capturing the fantastic moments of celebration and 

fellowship shared during the services on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th 

June 
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These pictures can be viewed in 

colour through the online version 

of the  Wyvern.  Check out our     

Facebook Page to find the link. 

The Soup and Pudding 

lunch on Sunday raised 

£275 for JustBee who send a 

huge thank you! 
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One of Margaret Chisholm’s favourite hymns is ‘Summer Suns are        

Glowing’. Hearing it sung takes her back to her schooldays. She                

remembers sitting looking out of the classroom window wishing that she 

was outside in the fresh air enjoying the sunshine. 

The words do seem very appropriate for this time of year, but the hymn is 

less about summer weather than about the theme of God’s ‘free mercy’, 

which streams over the whole world, like sunshine. The hymn writer, William 

Walsham How, used images of light, shining, and radiance. How was a    

prolific writer and produced nearly sixty hymns. One of these, ‘For all the 

saints, who from their labours rest’, was regularly sung on Remembrance 

Sunday in St Andrew’s. 

He was a much-loved Bishop in East London and had many nicknames. He 
was sometimes known as ‘the children’s bishop’ or ‘the poor man’s bishop’, 
and even ‘the omnibus bishop’ because his preferred means of transport 
around his diocese was by public transport. He later became Bishop of 
Wakefield. He said, ‘A good hymn is something like a good prayer—simple, 
real, earnest, and reverent.’ 

Summer suns are glowing 
over land and sea, 
happy light is flowing, 
bountiful and free. 
Everything rejoices 
in the mellow rays, 
all earth's thousand voices 
swell the psalm of praise. 
 
 
God's free mercy streameth 
over all the world, 
and his banner gleameth, 
everywhere unfurled. 
Broad and deep and glorious 
as the heaven above, 
shines in might victorious 
his eternal love. 
 

Lord, upon our blindness 
thy pure radiance pour; 
for thy loving-kindness 
make us love thee more. 
And when clouds are drifting 
dark across our sky, 
then, the veil uplifting, 
Father, be thou nigh. 
 
                                                                         
We will never doubt thee, 
though thou veil thy light: 
life is dark without thee; 
death with thee is bright. 
Light of Light! shine o'er us 
on our pilgrim way, 
go thou still before us 
to the endless day. 
 

In 1874 the hymn was set to the tune ‘Ruth’ which was written by 
Samuel Smith. This has always been the most frequently used tune. 
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Thank you so much to everyone who donated to this challenge.  I enjoyed all 
of my walks and, more importantly, a grand total of £530 has been raised for 
Christian Aid.  May is supposed to be the driest month in Scotland and I   
certainly didn’t get caught in many showers, though when the rain did fall, it 
was a timely reminder to pray for Jessica and her family, and others like her 
in Zimbabwe and other countries too, who would welcome the rain as a 
blessing on their crops.   

The Christian Aid website provides lots of ideas but I’ve narrowed it down to 
three options and would like to go for the most popular one – so please get 
in touch to “vote”. 

• soup lunch after a Sunday service 

• silent auction (e.g. in Woodlands Hotel, with tickets sold for a light      
supper and drinks on sale at the bar) 

• concert in the church or hall showcasing congregational talents 

Any other suggestions, or offers of help, would 
be welcome. 

Caroline Taylor  

Christian Aid Co-ordinator 

We are looking to recruit more volunteers to join our 

PowerPoint rota for Sunday Services.  If you would be    

interested, please get in touch with Garry Collins via 

email on: alisongarry1@btinternet.com.  Full training will 

be provided but it is a fairly simple process.   
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Roddy Taylor 

2012 – Graeme Burns described his very full week in Iona helping with              

services and meeting up with friends from previous visits. 

2002 – The Outdoor group held a number of walks including the long upper round 

of Glen Shirup. This was followed by a climb to Mount Keen the most easterly 

‘Munro’.   

1992 –The Girls’ Brigade ended the season with a Display and Prize on the theme 

of ‘A World of Disney’.  With weekly meetings over for the Summer, a bus trip to 

the GB Camphouse at Guay near Ballinluig was organised where girls met other 

GB members from across Scotland.   

1982 – Mr Bob Valentine was chosen as a referee from Scotland to participate in 

the World Cup Tournament in Spain. When the School term ended Sheila flew out 

to join him for the later stages of the Tournament. 

1972 – Norman Kirkcaldy, our presbytery elder reported on his visit to the General 

Assembly remarking on the impressive and colourful pageantry carried out at the 

opening of this great historic court of the Church in the presence of the Queen’s 

Representative, the Lord High Commissioner.  He highlighted reports on              

inter-church relations, our troops in Ulster and the demise of the huts and           

canteens for armed force personnel.     

1962 – An exceptionally large turnout of the Trades attended the Church on     

Sunday 27th May, when, in the presence of the Magistrates of Dundee, two         

magnificent carved plaques bearing the arms of the Nine Incorporated Trades and 

of the Three United Trades were unveiled and thereafter dedicated by Rev. T R S 

Campbell. 

1952 – Camp arrangements for the 1952 Boys’ Brigade camp to be held at    

Drummond Hall Farm, Stanley, Perthshire during the Dundee Holiday Week were 

well under way with Mrs James Leslie, jun., taking charge in the cookhouse.          

1942 – Rev T J Bunting wrote “One of the keenly tempered doctrines in our    

Scottish Confession of Faith is that of the perseverance of the saints, and those 

who work the will of God upon the earth.   No easy doctrine, but it is the                    

fundamental in these times of tense anxiety and crisis it is well to remember this 

rule of faith.” 

1932 – The Sunday school closing service was held in the church on 1st June with 

Mrs W E Reid presenting the prizes.  The Sunday school roll stood at 549 with 

210 in the Primary Department. Staff numbered 70, with 57 women and 13 men.   

1922 -  On Sunday 4th June Rev H M Davidson held a service marking the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of St Andrew’s.  He noted that since the foundation 
stone was laid Dundee’s population had grown from 13,000 to 170,000.   
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The recent Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul’s Cathedral to mark the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee brought back happy memories to John James BEM. In 2012, 

he was invited to Glasgow Cathedral for the Service of Thanksgiving to mark 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Later that year, John was awarded the British 

Empire Medal in the New Year’s Honours List. This was to mark his contribution 

to charitable and voluntary work in Dundee.  

Over the years, John raised thousands of pounds for Cystic Fibrosis Research 

Trust. Some of his fundraising activities included parachuting and deep-sea   

diving as well as running the Dundee and London marathons. His support for 

the charity was inspired by the illness of his great-niece who fought Cystic       

Fibrosis for ten years until her death at the age of 14.  

As manager of the Royal Liff Hospital football team, he raised funds to          

purchase equipment and new strips. He also organised a challenge match with 

St Mary’s Hospital, Melton Mowbray, which raised enough money to provide a 

sun lounge and a video recorder for the Melton Mowbray patients.                 

Reciprocating the gesture, the Melton Mowbray team travelled to Dundee to 

play in a charity challenge match which raised funds for the patients at the   

Dundee hospital. 

While a member of St Andrew’s Parish Church Boys’ Brigade, John learned to 
play the bugle. By the age of 15, he had been presented with a silver bugle 
having been judged the best Brigade bugler for three years running. For sixty 

years John played the Last Post at the Remembrance Day service at St          
Andrew’s Church and at the Scottish Veterans’ Residence in Broughty Ferry. As 
a result of this remarkable record, John was presented with a Certificate of 

Long Service signed by the Moderator of the Church of  Scotland.   

Queen's Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. We went there by bus. There was a    
single decker and a double decker bus which both left 5 minutes late. 
 
We arrived at the park at 11.30. I played the following games: egg and spoon 
race, Jenga, Knocking tins down with a ball and connect 4. 
The food  was delivered by a bakery at 2.30pm and I got to take some food away 
with me. 
There was 15 people on the trip that I knew and 2 of them also go to my church. 
 

Graeme Burns 
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Greetings to all the knitters and crocheters out 
there! The KKCK have started their next       
project and would love you to join in. The       
local Age Concern UK (Fiveways Roundabout) 
have let us know that they would welcome 
hand knitted/crocheted lap blankets. To that 
end, we are creating 4 inch squares, which will 
then be crocheted together and edged. Feel 
free to knit at home, or come along to our session on Wednesday, 
29th June. Contact Stella Xenophontos-Hellen for address details. 
See you there, the kettle’s on!  

Flower Donors Flower Committee  
   

July 2022     

3rd Mrs A MacKinnon Mrs M McKenzie 
    

10th 
Mrs D Grant 
Mr J Spain 

Miss M Graham 
    

17th Mrs T Thornton Mrs M McKenzie 
    

24th 
Mrs S Baird 
Mrs P Wood 

Mrs A Sanderson 
    

31st Mrs J Smith Mrs E Strachan 
    

August 2022     

7th 
Mr R Taylor 
Mrs M McKenzie 

Mrs A Sanderson 
    

14th 
Mrs F Scott 
Mrs R Irons 

Miss M Graham 
    

21st Mrs F Scott Mrs M McKenzie 
    

28th Mrs S Robertson Mrs A Sanderson 
    

Canticle of the sun 

Be praised, my lord,         

For all your creatures,   

And first for brother sun, 

Who makes the day  

Bright and luminous. 

 

He is beautiful and radiant  

With great splendor  

He is the image of You, 

Most high.   

Be praised, my Lord,  

For sister moon and the 

stars.  

You placed them in the sky, 

so bright and twinkling.  
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If you have any pastoral needs or if you 

know of anybody at home, or in hospital who 

requires a visit please contact our Minister 

Rev Anita Kerr 

Email: Anita.Kerr@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Telephone: 01382 456659  

Or  

Church Office 
St Andrew’s Parish Church  

2 King Street, Dundee,  DD1 2JB     
Tel: 01382 224860 

Email: standrewsdundee@outlook.com 

 

 

St Andrews Parish Church Dundee, 

News and Events Group 

 

St Andrews Parish Church Page 
 

 

Meadowside St Paul’s l/w St Andrew’s 
 

 

Meadowside St Paul’s l/w St Andrew’s 

 

www.standrewsparishchurch.co.uk 

Bowling 

Bill Grant 

Boys Brigade FMA 

John James BEM  

Christian Aid Co-Ordinator  

Caroline Taylor 

Care Group 

Liz Davidson  

Flower Committee 

Avril Sanderson  

Muriel McKenzie 

 Fundraisers 

Fay Scott  

 Girls’ Brigade 

Sheila Valentine  

 Guild 

Fay Scott  

 Life and Work 

Ron Coull 

 Messy Church 

Lindsay McCallum  

 Outdoor Activities Group 

Roddy MacKinnon  

Stewardship Team 

Ruth Irons  

Traidcraft 

Sally Romilly  

Website 

Claire Andrews  

Wyvern Distribution Co-ordinator 

Alison Collins  

Wyvern Editors 

Aimee Brown  

Sheila Valentine  

May God grant your hearts desire and 

fulfill all your plans.   

May we shout for joy when we hear of 

your victory. Flying banners to honour 

God.  

May the Lord answer all of your prayers.  

Psalm 20:4-5 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1444189152282220/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1444189152282220/
https://www.facebook.com/dundeestandrewsparishchurch/
https://twitter.com/msp_standrews
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ8YInPHk32XfZ64BmfH9aQ

